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A GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST?

A CORRESPONDENT writes:-

T‘HE narration of ghost stories, whether true or fictitious, is a long-
standing Christmas tradition, and as this is the Christmss issue of
'Signal' I thought that the following true incident, which happened to
me personally many years ago, might be appropriate for publicationm.

Soon after leaving school in 1933 I joined a local tennis club situated
about two miles from my home. Access to the courts was by a long lane
which was built up for about half ite length and then went across open
countryside. Shortly after leaving the houses the lane crossed a small
stream and from then on it was considerably higher than the fields om
either side.

One moonlit evening I was going home from the club on the back-step of
a friend's bicycle. Just as we reached the bridge over the stream an
old man wearing a long coat stepped in front of us and disappeared over
the side of the bridge into the stream. My friend had apparently not
noticed the man and I felt sure we would hit him. But nothing happened,
there was no further sign of him and I concluded that I was 'seeing
things,.'

Some weeks later the same thing happened again at exactly the same spot,
and this time my friend also saw the figure. She swerved to avoid him
but once again there was no sign of him when we stopped to look.

The whole episode seemed so strange that 1 decided to make some enquiries.
After considerable questioning of some of the people who lived on the
housing estate near the bridge I discovered that during the first World
War an elderly couple had lived on the estate and that both of them had
fallen victim to the world-wide influenza epidemic that caused many
thousands of deaths in 1918. The man recovered but his wife died, and
his grief was so great that he committed suicide by drowning himself in
the stream close by the bridge on which I had twice seen his apparition.

EXHIBITION B8Y
SIGNAL ARTIST

THIS CHRISTMAS NUMBER

e AN EXHIBITION OF

& RNt T8 BOTANICAL WATERCOLOURS,

A COMBINED ISSUE HAND DECORATED CHINA
FOR DECEMBER 1983 AND and KNITWEAR

\ JANUARY 198L. by

SANDRA CHILDREN
at the

MAYORS PARLOUR GALLERY,
CHURCH STREET, HEREFORD.
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The next issue will be in
February 1984 and copy must be
sent to Owls End, Norton Canon
not later than the second
Friday in h th. Open from Dec 6th to 17th
H ¥ PRES Mo h lC' B.Me = 5 pom. daily‘

except Sunday.




THE MYSTERY OF AILEY CASTLE

()NE cannot travel very far through the western side of Herefordshire
without coming across the ruin or site of a mediaeval castle. Pract-
ically every village along the Welsh border of the county has its
castle or castle mound, all marked on the large-scale Ordnance Survey
map in the old English script which the cartographers use for such
features. —

Most of these castles are very old indeed, dating in fact from the

reign of William the Conqueror, and they form a significant reminder of
the trouble he had to occupy gad subdue the territory of which he became
king after defeating the Saxons under Harold II at the Battle of Hastings
in 1066,

Resistance to his rule began almost immediately after his accession

and it was sparked off in Herefordshire. A local Saxon chief called
Edric the Wild lit the torch of revolt, which quickly spread to other
parts of England. The Danes, those habitual predators, seized the
opportunity to send over an invasion fleet and later on the Scots, under
their king Malcolm Canmore, alsc joined in. It took William practically
the whole of his twenty-one year reign to stamp out the conflagration
and he was only able to hold down the troubled areas by the construction
of an extensive system of castles.

This system was most heavily concentrated in the west midlands and along
the Welsh border, for here William had to contend with the Welsh as. well
ag with Saxons and Scots. Both he and his successors found the Welsh to
be a tough proposition and they were not finally subdued until 128% in
the reign of Edward I. '

Many of William I's most important castles were situated in Herefordshire
and among the first to be built in the county were Richard's Castle,
Wigmore, Eardisley, Ailey, Clifford, Hereford, Ewyas Harcld and Goodrich.
Later ones followed at, among other places, Huntingtonm, Almeley, Longtown,
Kilpeck, Snodhill and Bredwardine. The whole system consisted eventually
of a contimious chain of fortresses right along the Welsh border.

These castles were, in their initial form, far removed from the massive
stone constructioms many of which still survive in a ruined state. The
original Norman castle was a simple earth and timber fortification known
as 'motte and bailey,' consisting of a timber building situated on a
mound or 'motte' and flanked by a bailey, or enclosure. The whole con-
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struction would appear simil=r to the drawing above. It was only later
that these hastily thorn-up fortifications were replaced by stone buildings
and in many cases they never even reached that stage. This is, no doubt,
the reason why so many of them survive merely as overgrown earth mounds
such as at Eardisley, Almeley, Hereford and Lyonshall. But despite
dilapidations caused by the progress of time, war and deliberate des-
truction by the victoriocus Parliamenterians in the Civil War, at least
something is still visible of Herefordshire's Norman castles, with one
conspicuous exception, Ailey.

Ailey castle has vanished completely and it is fairly safe to say
that most Herefordians are not even aware that such a castle ever
existed or, indeed, know exactly where in the county Ailey is. I
must confeas that, until I saw it marked on a map of Norman castles
featured in Malcolm Falkus and John Gillingham's recently published
'Historical Atlas of Britain,' I myself had never heard of it.

Ailey today is a scattered hamlet lying to the scuth of the former
railway line near Kinnersley to the west of the Kinnersiey-Letton
road. There is no sign anywhere in the hamlet of & former castle,

or even the earthwork of one, nor is the site marked on the Ordnance
Survey map as is usually the case. But there is one important clue.
One of the farmhouses in the hamlet is called Oldcastle House. If
ever there was a castle at Ailey this would appear toc be its likeliest
site.

There is no sign of any castle earthwork anywhere on the farm and it

is, of course, possible that the farmhouse itself is built on the site.
But the fact that the site is not marked on the Ordnance Survey map
seems to indicate that the castle must have disappeared a long time

ago, possibly before the Ordnance Survey was inaugurated. The add-
itional fact that it is not mentioned in any book covering Herefordshire
history which I have been sble to get hold of also seems to bear this
out. One therefore wonders why this castle, and this one only, should
have venished so completely.

Was it considered redundant and therefore abandoned, to be ploughed
over at a later date by successive generations of farmers? The fact
that there is another castle at Kinnersley, omly a short distance BWRY .
makes this a distinct possibility. Or it may perhaps have been become
dilapidated and its stones - if it was in fact & stope-built castle -
used as a quarry by local builders. Whatever its ultimate fate.it
certainly seems strange that it should be the only Herefordshir: castle
which has vanished without trace. It would appear to be an ideal
subject for research by interested antiquarians. ’

M.B. Collingwood

GOLDEN WEDDING - llth DECEMBER

Mrs E Pri g .
:;;e&Bo::r, Sored 6’#7¢a/w/w/¢ond

Norton Canon.

CONGRATULATIONS to Dewn and Martin
Congratulations and Best Wishes Powell, Fair Winds, Norton Canom on
Mum and Dad. the birth of their baby daughter,
Sarah Louise.

With love from all the family.
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Il;story at school was always a disappc atment for me. Amomg all those
endless dates, treaties and wars you only ever heard about Kings, Queens,
Barons and Bishops. Why couldn't we be taught about what it was 1like
living in the countryside or on farms? Nobody seemed to know.

Writing of course was the preserve of the nobility and the church so old
history consisting of their in trigues, wars and religious argunents.
Except for the Doomsday Book nobody bothered to record vhat the ocrdinary
people were doing or what the county looked like. Can we ever know?

On my wall I have an aerial photograph of the parishes of Norton Canon
and Staunton~on-Wye taken about 1960. The patchwork of fields is quite
random and all shapes and sizes. There is hardly any discernsble pattern
in the lines of the hedgerows.

Most of these fields are the same now as they were whoen they were first
reclaimed, piece by piece,from the original ancient woodland which
covered Britain. This history can be read in the hedges themselves.

From studies of hedges all over the country a rough rule has been found,

that for each species in a 30 yard stretch of hedge add orne hundred years
for its age.

Around here I have counmted up to eight; a typical list might be: Hagel,
oak, ash, field maple, spindle, hawthorn. This gets us back to 1180 A.D.
Getting near to Doomsday records of 1066.

The entries for Norton Canon, Letton and Staunton, add up to about 1400
acres of land which paid tax, and 40 people with 14 ploughs between them,
Most of this would have been on the higher ground. So zuch of the lower
wetter ground, say around 'Letton Lake', would have been untouched virgin
cak woodland which was starting to be reclaimed about this time, 1100 A.D.
and later, with basic field shapes the seme ever since.

So what is written in the shape and ecolegy of the countryside accords with
the history in the book, with a bit of imagination, of cocursel

Dave Lovelace
Pool Cottage
Norton Canon




HOW WELL 'O YOU KNOW HEREFORDSHIRE ?

'Signal’'s' Prize Competition

]lr is quite possible that many people who have lived all their lives in
the same county may not be completely familiar with every aspect of its
history and topography. It is alsc possible that they may not know much
about the lives of some of the famous people who have lived in the
county or, indeed, be aware that these people ever were fellow inhabitants.

'‘Signal’ invites its readers to test their knowledge of Herefordshire by
taking part ir a prize competition designed to find out just how mach

they do know about the county. Below we list 1B questions on variocus
aspects of Herefordshire, and a prize of £10 will be awarded to the entrant
submitting the first entry with ths most correct answers opened on Monday,
16th January next. All entries, bearing the sender's full name and
address, should be sent to Owle End, Norton Canon so as to arrive not later
than Saturday, 14th Jamaery, 1984. The answers and prizewinner will be
published in the February 1984 issue of 'Signal.t

1. Where is Herefordshire's highest point sbove ses level?
2. Which Poet Laureate wos born in the county, and where?

3. Which seventeenth century poet was for some time rector
of a Herefordshire village?

b. Which Herefordshirs country housc was used as the setiing
for the TV serial 'The Pallisers’ about ten years ago?

5« What feature do Hopu-under~Dirnore, Ledbury and Colwall
have in comnon?

6. Where in Herefordshive is therc a church part of whose
parish is located in a reighbouring county?

7. - Which famcus British cozpescr obtained the inspiration
for some of his greatest works while fishing in the River Wye?

8. The River Teme at Hay l1ill near Downton-on-the-Rock is
spanned by an acueduct in the form of & large iron pipe.
What is the purpes: of this agueduct?

9. In which Herefordshire church is thers a memorial to a
lady who wes a maid of honour to Queen Elizabeth I and who,
according to its epitaph, 'always with maiden gqueen a maid
did end my life?!

10. A Victorian literary figure is buried in a Herefordshire
churchyard under a tombstone inscribed 'He being dead
yet speaketh.' Uho was he, end where is he buried?

1l. How did the Golden Valley get its name?

12. Where and what is the Wondar Lendslip?
3



13. Which Herefordshire man who was a magistrate in a
neighbouring county was, in the present century, tried
for murder in his own court and hanged in Herefordgsol?

14, What and where in Herefordshire are: High Vinnalls,
Red Daren, Butthouse Knapp, Hole-in-the-Wall, Ladylift
Clump?

15. Which Herefordshire village was once the home of William
Wordsworth's brother-in-law and which the poet visited
on more than cne occasion?

16. A sixteenth~century architect who was the builder of
some of Herefordshire's finmest timber-framed houses is
buried under a tombstone with the epitaph ..., 'His house
of clay could hold no longer, May Heaven frame him a
stronger.' Who was he and where is he buried?

17. Which Herefordshire village contains the site of a Roman
town which flourished before the City of Hereford
existed?

18. From which battle, fought in Herefordshire, did the
victor go on to become, ultimately, King of England?

AFTERTHOUGHT

WE have all been warned from birth never to believe all we resd — even
if it ie in 'The Signal'. And just to prove how careful we should A
always be here is a true cautionmary tale from the First World War - all
about those German Atrocities in Belgium.

Kelnische Zeitung

When the fall of Aniwerp became known the church bells were rung throughout
Germany.

Le Matin

According to the 'Kolnische Zeitung' the clergy of Antwerp were forced to
ring the church bells when the fortress was taken.

Corriere della Serp

According to what 'The Times' has heard from Cologns via Paris the unfortunate
Belgian priests who refused to ring the church bells when Antwerp was taken
"have been sentenced to hard labour.

Le Matin

According to information which has reached the 'Corriere della Sera' from
Cologne via Londom it is now confirmed that the barbarie conguercrs of
Antwerp punished the unfortunate Belgian priests for their hercic refussl to

ring their church bells by hanging them as living clappers with their heads
down,

(Quoted by Robert Graves in John Terraine's 'The Smoke and the Fire!.)

Gareth Evans




WEOBLEY GROUP OF PARISHES

CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

Sarpesfield

31kth 10 sm Holy Communion
25th 8 am Holy Communion

Norton Canon

4h 9 am Holy Communion
11th 9 am Morning Prayer
18th 9 am Family Carcl Service
19th 2.15 School Carol Service
25th 9 am Holy Communion

Staunton- on-Wye

Lth 11 am Holy Communion
1lth 11 am Morning Prayer
24th Midnight Holy Communion

Hann;ggtun-on-wge

1ith 9.3C am Holy Communion
22nd 7,00 pm Carcl Service
25tk 10.30 am Holy Communion

Letton

18th 11,00 am Holy Comminicn
2lst 7.00 pm Carcl Service

Kiuaarsleg

bth 10 am Hely Communion

1lth 10 amp Mattins

18th 6.30 Carol Service snd
Nativity Play

25th 9.00 (Christmas Day) Holy
Communion with carcle

RORTON CANON

1t wes not possible to publish the
amount raised from the Harvest
Festival Thanksgiving in the Nov-
ember issue of The Signal' as some
envelopes were still autstanding,

The Parochial Church Gouncil would
like to thamk all parishioners who
contributed, which raised the ex-
cellent sum of £174.86 and also to
thank those who zave fruit, flowers
and vegetables, which were very much
appreciated.

CHURCE SERVICES FOR JANUARY

garnesfield

8th 10 am Holy Comsunion
22nd 10 am Morning Preyer

Norton Canon
m

ist
8th
15th
22nd

S sm Holy Communion

S am Mcrning Prayer
2 am Holy Communion
S am Family Service

Stannton-onAige

ist 11 am Holy Commumion
&th 11 am Morning Prayer
15th 11 am Holy Comsmunion

Hgggggggan-oﬂsﬂxa

&th 9.30 am Holy Communion
Letton

22nd 6 pm Evening Prayer

Kinneralex

ist IC sm Holy Communion
8th 10 am Mattins
15tk 10 am Holy Comamumion
2Z2nd 10 am Mattins
29th 10 am Family Service

Lﬁttm PCQOCD 1zth JM:!

730 pm &t Old Letten Court

Horton Cancn P.C.C. 2hth Jenuary

?uhs i in the Hell.

29th January ie the fifth Sunday in
the month. There will be a service
of Holy Communion (1662) at 11 am
at Wsobley.

NORTON CANON
CHURCHYARD FUND

The sum of £211.50 from donations in
lien of flowere has been received in
memory of the late Clive Lans.

8
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"ihat is & Christmas ‘res?" assked Susmie Sguirrel.

. % "It's a fir tree" ssid Mrs. Sguirrel. "You hang pretty lights
- ‘ and presents on them." But the Squirrel family couldn't
afford ona.

Ore day when the Squirrel children returned from playing in the wozd, & big
surprise was waiting for them at home. Great Uncle Silas had come to visit
them from Canads. As they scuttled into the room, they found him even bigger
than they expected, and his tail was very bushy and tall.

"Oh it must be a fur tres," Susie whispered to her brother.

Uncle Silas had brought them some toys and sweets which made them ehriek with
delight. After supper he dozed off and soon begsu to nod and his glasses
slipped down his nose. As his fail curled over his head Susis said "I'm sure
it's a fur tree, let's hang our toys on it and we shall have a Christmas tree.”

They made it look lovely with coloured stars, nuis and ribbon. Uncle Silas
woke up with & very heavy tail. "Bless mel" he gamsped and lemghed till his
tail shook,

"So you've never had a Christmas tree," and he showed the plctures of real
Canadian firs. ™I will get you a real fir tree for Christmas.”

And Uncle Silas certainly kept his promise.

RIDDLE-ME-REE

My firat is in happy dut not in sed,
My second's in jolly but mot im glad,
¥y thirq is in lose but never in win,
fourth's not in fet but is in thin,
fifth is ip day but not in night,
sixth is in eat but not iam bite,
Hy seventh is in you but never in me,
eighth is in saw, snd so and ses.

Answer on Page {1 9




BIRTHDAYS

A VERY HAPPY BIKTHDAY TC:

Kinnerslez

Ian Lewis 2nd Deg
Stephen Mark Thomas 17th ®
Julie Anmn Phillips 30th *»
(Sallies)

Sarnesfield

Wendy Evans 5th Jsn
Letton

Richard Merriman 10th Dac
Robert Bryan 1ith *#
(Over Letton)

Mark Addison 2hth n
(Ower Letton)

Moorhamgton

Matthew Turley 6th Jan
(Mansel Gamage)

Andrew Whitney 12th "
(Upperton)

Norton Cancn

Lyndsey Evans 2nd Dec
Nichola Cole 2nd *
Nicola Watson Tth v
Lucan Raphael 8th v
Tina Colcombe 1lth ¢
Johnathon Absolom 15¢h
Geil Davies 11tk Jan
Jaime Loxzston 12th
Stuart Powell 25th w
Andrew Davies 26th i
Duncan Hardman 30th o

COMING EVENTS

STAUNTON-ON-WYE LADIES CLUB

Next meeting will be held on 7th
December at 8 o'clock at Staunten
Village Hall,

There will be a demonstration on
making Christmas Floral Decorstions
You may bring along your own mat-
erials to make a decoratien if you
wish,

CHURCH OF ST JOHN TEE BAPTIST
LETTON

On Wednesday, 21st December there
will be & Service of 9 Carcls and
lessons at 7.00 P.M. with the
Hereford Church Singsrs in support,

Afterwerds, at The Swan Ion, Letton
& '"Pastry & Punch' night with more
carols commencing at 8.30 p.m.

WEQBLEY

A Carol Concert will pe held in
Weobley Compreiensive dehool op
Tuesday, 13th Decsmbar at 7:30 p.m.
to which all are welcome.

Progremme given by Weobley Compre~
hensive School Cheir and Orchestera
end Bereford Selvation Army Dand
with sudience Pparticipation,
Admission free.Reiiring collsetion.

Refreshments =t meAsrate charge,

CHRISTMAS

Tuesda
ing arcund the village. Anyone
interested please meet at The Shoes
at 6.30 Pellte

Wednesday, 21st December - Christmas
Draw. Don will also be singing.

Saturday, 24th December (Christmas

AT THE "SHORG?

2Oth December - carcl sing. Pve) - carol singing and oirge

ples,

Christmos morning - glass Wwoozail
cupn

Boxine Day - Clay Pigeon Shoot 11
&.®. Tield opposite The Shoes,

Ygars Fve « Taggots and peas
end fancy dresg,
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"HERE -WE-FORD®

Hereford at the turn of the century

l?i.really lovely town with the River Wye fiowing through it, and lovely
Cathedral with its chained library. The 0ld Wye Bridge spanning the
river still stands. Some of the streets wers narrow, with a wide open
High Town, the main shopping centre. A lct of the shops were privately
cwned. In High Street there was Greeniands,a huge store selling
drapery and furniture yjand also Oatfislds ihe China Shop in an elleyway
with signs displaying chamber pots marked 1/-,and 1/3d. for the patterned
tne. A favourite riddlewpuld be 'why is High Street like the country,’
because it has Greenlands and Catfislds. There was a drapery shop in
High Town named Walmeslevs and ocutzide would be hung thick black
stockings 1ld. a pair and men's working shirts 1/11d., The Market Hall
was & great place to bring their produce in, butter, dressed poultry,
eggs, any garden produce, flowers and sit on benches with their goods
laid out. They usually paid 1/~ each time to *stand’ there.

The great time was Hereford May Fair hsld in the atrests the getond
Wednesday in May. It still takes place and is justified by Charter
from the 17th century. There has often been a lot of oppogition to the
Fair but its abolition would need an Act of Parliament. The great
argument is the risk of fire. The fair covered High Town, Broad Street,
St. Peter's Square, Commercial Sirest. The ground was taken by ome of
the Stowsmen Guild and let cut at a sum of about £250. On the Thursday
of the Fair the takings are given to the local hospitals. It all made
a wonderful sight with the huge epgines driving the molorcars and hobhy
horgee and providing the organ music. There would be a cinemn show at
Wadsworth stand with dancing girls outside. The picture would be very
shaky with an entrance fee of 1/~ while the 'girls' weuld be dressed up
in frilly skirts and all made up with lota of rouge. Their agea 2ounld
be anything from 20 - 40, There were also a number of hoop=la astalls,
covonut shies and Aunt Sally's and servant girls woula, as a apecial
treat, be given part of the day off to attend the fair,

Freviously it was what was inown as a fireling Fair whers girls and boys
were hired ocut. The wage offered was a yearly ome of sbout £10 - £20
for & maid and £20 ~ £30 for a boy with reep included. They would stand




on the street aud the emplovers who were lcbking for staff would approach
and interview them.

A Regatta would be held arpuslly and at night the boats would be lit up
as they sailed up 21d down the river, Jordans, the boat tuilders, had a
yard on the banke just over the Wye Bridge snd did a great Lusiness.

The 0ld House in High Town was once the site of Lloyds bank and is now &
Museum. The town had two Flour Mills., Ons in Bath Street belonged to
the Rev . John Venn who opened this as & place where the poer took their
flour to be ground. The offices were callsd 'The Hereford Society for
Aiding the Industrious' snd the Revd., Venn left a large Charity to the
City which consisted of the Flour Fills, Baths and several allotments in
White Cruss and Bath Street. There was alsc a losn fund where onme could
borros et a small rate of intersst,

Ir Blue School Street there was a Carriege Builder called Jones who
spacialised in gypsy caravans and showmen's vane, These wers Yery
ornate with an Italian commissioned to psint the intarioer with birds
and flowers. The cost of some of these carrisges would be £1,000 -
& vagt sum in thoss days.

Mention must finally be made of the renowned Cider Works of Bulmers in
White Croes. Here worked women who, dressed in cloge and sacking aprons,
were krown laecally as 'Bulmers Angels.®

to he caﬂtizmed”.u...
o

We are not what we think we sre but, what

we think, we are. ANSWER TO RIDDIE-ME-RER

HOLIDAYS

e s e s

Buddhist aphoriss

FOR A GOOD READ....

AN ICE CREAM WAR by William Soyd (Penguin peperback - £2.50)

Yarning

'The publishers discount all respomsidility for any loss of BRita]
bliss that may be cccasioned by the reedisg of this hwook.'

Such advice might well be justified on the grounds thet any reader
could essily be so carried away by the tale that, until it is finishea.
all normal domestic obligstions would he ls% go by the board, ]

A& little exaggerated perhaps hut not by too mach. It is an absorbing
tale - evenly split between avents in Englsnd and Bast Africs - shout
a long forgotten 'side show' of the Firat Werld Wee. 11 %2 no

wonder that it attained the eminence of beisg one of the six novels
considered for the 1982 Booker Prize. After you have resd it vou will
vonder why on earth it didn't win,

Gareth Evang §
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A CAROL TOR MUMS

Christmas againi

1L seems but yesterday

Dad tock the holly down and put the lights away,
Dumped all the empties - did we drink 2al] that?
Mum sent a New Year card to overlooked Aunt Pat.

How all the worry starts afresh for Mum,

Shall it be fowls again?

Fuddings!
Boughten ones are not the same;

Christmes cardsgl

Anguighl

Calmly through all the stress our Mother saila,
Coping with problems hopeless to mere males.
Maybe each yesr when sgain Chrisimes comes

Cne of our carcls should be 'Thank you, Musa.®

HeO. Aldhous

And will cur deughter come?
Must we ask Lucy and those frightful kida?
Don't overlook the special food for Pam and Sid'e.

How wany? Time to make her own? ,
don't want Dad to moan.
Must get to Handmore Cross about the cake.
How many glasses will she need, {or goodnesgs'

Bought but not enough, she
All got to be addresszed, last day for pesting
The list of presents not completel
Must keep appointments for her hair-ds and her feet,

azgs?
feara. OBI T wY
88818,

gﬁﬁ ¢Xiend our deepe
g 5% syapgthy +p the

2 ity, Stgun tea.- one
£ "ye, who died im

d Lin swopd dgll Pose
£ pdtsl o0 November
f 50t gfter 4 leng

g illassg,

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S HOME
ENVELOPE COLLECTION

IN NORTON CANON

Those who subscribed to the sbove
Charity back in September, may like
toe know that the sum of £17.29 wap
raised and passed on to the Weobley
Digtrict Sscretary, Mra. Tis 1lowd,
Wecbley, Mrs. Lloyd reports a very
much improved total for the whole
district of Weobley this vear -
£591 as coampered with £365 luet
Year.

Volunteer collectors ares nseded Top
the Moccas snd Blaskemerse sreas.

R. Norman

HAVING PROBLEVIS
WITH YOUR CAR?
‘Bad starting?
High paetrol consumption?
Poornerfarmance?
Mot charging?

You require o

CRYPTON TUNE

ELECTRO-TUNE
MOBILE CARCLINIC
MOQLCCAS41S

FCOMETO YO

i3

¢ Prean of Jervis Chgred




MIDNIGHT MASS

It's asking much for cne hour one night

To welcome the Christ Child amd bhis light -
The camse of all this festivity

Of Christmas, Noel, Nativiiy.

'] won't be going to midoight mess.
The ancient church is so grim and grey,
It's not the place for me and my lass.
We haven't been since our vedding day.'

‘I ghan't be there if the wind is cold.
I must take care of a tender chest.

I won't give the germs a straaglzhold
Despite my triple-force thermal veat.'

*Some friends are coming that night, I fear.
Both good at darts and snooker men toc.

A gawe we'll have and a feative beer.

Morse funm, we think, than hassock and pew.®

To church there’ll be some happily geo
And ming the same cold carcls we kuow,
And hesr the clezasing words agein said,
Angd share the szacred wine and the bread.
You see from their faces s they leave
It's worth the affort on Christmas Eve.

Hale &ldnoungs

fresults of

Silver Jubilee Childven's
Fainting Competition

CLASE 'A°

igt Catherine Stokes
Znd Jason Jenkins
3rd Kim Mason

CLASS *B'

ist Lydis Lewis
Znd Rebsoca lLawis
3rd Leipgh Heson

Highly Commendad - Dmniel Price
Stephen Butt

L gf"gs 3(;?
S AT e vt

ist Breudon Heas
2z Bryn Evans
3rd Hicholas Heszs

Bighly Comsended - Heil Capsl
Lovise Deen

in practice we get for the money.

zollection.
black plastic bags arsl
the great wvanl
improving the eavirenment.

the next ome to be found by the team,
honour.

although this might take some time.
match.

do you thiak?

BUBBISH

¥riting = chegue for the second instalment of rates, I thought of what
Mighty 1it%le, I coneluded, commid

: Chlis, & Congider-
ing uncut verges an§ hedges, uwulit streets, the ahsence of ﬁoiic@,
gandalisad a?d uﬁgainted street signs, holes in voads. But ope Diastrict
Councll mervice, ft ccourred to me, continvea to be good - the robbish |
Regular, guiet, efficient, helpful,
Bow effortlsssly the oha; ¥ { i

: : ortlssaly e chaps sling them imte
Rot & bad job, that, if you like a 2it ef exsrcige and

Which reminde me. I once asked a *tresh cep man' (as they ore km i
MNo%e) whether much of value turned up ot of the hins. o £h
he and his mates had a gold wrist-wateh apiece, and a new bhand weg given
Thet seemed Lo be a point of

got & full sat of eutlery,

And the pattern might net exastly

He zdded that o murriage & man

This sssurence waz given with a straight face.

¥hat 2 boon thome

Hz anseered that

I still wonder ..., what

HoO. Aldheus
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FLORENCE
NIGHTINGALE =
1938 VINTAGE

by A. Aldhous

{(Concluded)

TKB&M work was extremely interesting, the hardest part bsing to
remonber the idicsynerasiss of ipndividusl surgeonsz. OSometimes it
seamed to our jaundiced imeginstioms that to put ocut iodine instead
of flavine or the wrong wake of artery forceps was only & little
lezs heinous than killing the patient. Every wesk ss = routine all
‘walles and ceilings were washed and every piece of equipment cleaned,
This wes ip addition to the nermal washing apd steriliming after use.
Instruments were taken apart where possible and the hinges scrubbasd
before drying snd coating with & thin smear of light oil.

These days dressings coe pre-packed and syringes snd gloves are
disposable. We had to wash and boll everything after use. DUressings
came as reolls of lint, geuse snd cotton wool. Wool was mads up inte
balles of different sizes. Lint wes eut iznto sguares and folded thrie
ways sc that no ends were likely to stick on a wound., These vere
packed into drums snd sent to the opersting theatre for sterilizatiomm.
Night staff wsre responsible for keeping wards supplied with dreesings
etc,

Eventually the four yesrs cams to ap end &bd we wers rsady to taks
finsle. Iz order to reviss we would go to eithsr Battersea or Dulwmizh
Park and taks out 2 boat. The thesory wes that ope would vor znd the
other{s) havs & text book and ask questioms., 1 dan't think thet we
ever opened the books but that waaz our story and we stuck te 1%, We
celobrated result day by & visit to the thestre - free tickeis of
course and 28 luck would hsve it we were given & bex that night.

Throughout the war we were helped encrmously by the local trouge of
Rover Scouts. They were marvellous., They came im every evening and
all weskends taking it in turns to slsep in ocut-patiscts in case of
smergency. Lhelr main job waz as porters and sireicher besysrs but
they did whatever came to hand chesrfully snd willingly.

Locking back over thuse four ysurs we found meny things for which we
could be thankful. One waas that with living ir we fared batter
raeticn-wine and did net have the bother of homsekeeping om Lop of
everything else. Ancther was the {riends we made through shaved
dapgers and difficuliies. Scme of these sre still flourishing,
Later we realised that training in & smell sstablishment wae goed in
that we were allowed to do treatmente eic thal is & lsrger hospital
would have been the 1ot of the medicel sindents.
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