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@Ewm%mg@ Visions ~
1, WAS IT SﬁPERN&TURRL?

1T is Christmas timﬁ g0 surﬂly it iz only rdight that we shoulg

S

try to catch the spirit by telling a tale of the pare~normal, I
was going to caiﬂ ny experience a ghost story but it isni+ guite
that ~ ~ ~ as you will sse, But it was certainly odd.

Let me say at once that my st ory really iz a ‘one off' experience,
ﬂ;unuugh my parents wers interezted in pgychic research - tabls

. h"
“WWSLLQ and all that nﬁfb of b’lﬂw - 1 myself was always inclined
to pooh~pooh the whole idea and w wver more than a reluctant
pﬂrtlcmphht in this particular *amflj activily, 8o what happened
in Beirut in 1974 cane a1l the mors as a ghock, Here is a 'ball
by ball! account of what took plase,

It was 7 a,mn, (Pa rat time) when T

T alwavs vse an e (whlau

loud and ciear ca : in what I Pﬁﬁjd
have sworn WA wmy ris hin Cf the razor I walked
quickly to the adjminiﬁg bedrodi Eo agk Sheila, my wife, what was
the matter, Shu made no response which was not “UTD“lULnF 3@& uss
she was fagt asleep, T didn't want to wake her so, still puzzled,
1 returned to the bathrocm and switched on the razor oncs again,

L had hardiy restarted mhez, Tor the second time, I heard "Garethi
Garethl® This time I walked quickiy Lo the other bedroom whers my
mother-in~law was 31ﬂ0p¢re only to find her reading a book and

denying guite Tirmly that she nah called out anything, Feel:
rather dizsturbed I returned. to the bathroom but this time the
ore calls '

llg

%

It was mid-morning that day at the office - about 11.30 - when I
celved an overseas phone mgssage from my brother in Wales to say

THIS {HR J.Q'Ii“ AS TISSUE OF 'SIGNAL' COVERE THE MONTHS OF DECEMBER
1824 AND ANU@H 1985, (OPY FOR THR FEBRUARY 1985 TSSUE SHOULD
RBACH OWLS END, NORTON ANON, NOoT T'mtm THAN TUUﬁbJTV THR 10th
JANUARY , J_‘:)Eﬁj
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chat dear Mam had died suddenly, Shocked but curious I

‘ asked the
y2xact time of her death to be told on seven o'clock.? This,

¥

&
lowever, only added to the puzzle be e Lebanese time is 2 hours
ihead of U.K., It doesint EX?laLﬂ anything -~ except that Mam really
1id manage to say a final goodbye. i

Jave any of you any tales of the uncanny?
md tell us about them?

2. & CHRISTMAS CAKROL, 1884

Variations on a Theme of Charles Dickens

EOST people would agree that it ia to Charles Dickens, mawa than
anyone else, that we owe the concept of the tTraditional English
Christmes, It was he who, i aufh novels as 'Plckwick® anﬁ YA
Christmas Carel,? first pichuwed the Christmas family gathering,
the now accepted form of celebration in which the »allhﬂt features
are gross overeating, ge&eral Junketing snd the exchange of
presents: In 'A Christmas Carol' he expanded the roucemt'
creating the character of 5o 1oog s the bu,ﬁquecnly skinflint who
thinks Christmas humbug but is converted by a serieg of nmidmight
visions, with the result that peace and goodwill abound on &tl
sides.

A Christmas Carol! was written
speculate on how Dickens, if he
the task of rewriting tThe khcvy
result would no doubt be a ver

might run somewhat on the follar’

The 1984 Scrooge is an employer of labour on a falriy large scale,
fully occupied. in endeavouring to_surmCLﬁt the numerous abﬂ*eclps
and restrictions thiat nowadayvs meke it almost impossible for a
manager to run his business efficiently, Hiz clerk in fhe original
story, Bob Cratchit, is today a Trade UM¢CL,OleCL&1, a doughty
fighter in the unendin war between management and Lﬂﬁﬁur He
does not, as in the O*lglﬂml agk his employer dlffidently for
Christmas Day off to be with ﬁ;s famllv tut demands that the
work force be given the comnlete week between Christmss Day snd
New Year'ts Day. Scrooges denurs ﬁn the grounds that the pYESLHE
three-day break is ade QLdI&g and the vesult is an immediate strike
which Plos s downn the whole outfit,

in the meantime Scrcogets nephEW‘extemcb his usual lovitation To
Scrooge to spe end uh:qumha with him and his family, not because
he is sorry for his miserdy uncle as in the (WHQIDHL, but hecause
he has Great Expectations, Although ons-~third of Scroogels in~
come has bLeen taken frem him by taxation and +the remainder ervded
by spiralling inflation, bhe is still compar@?i”“Tv well off, and

his nephew, as his closest relative, knows that the bulk of the

Nk b

egtate ooula pass to him on Screoogetls death, and for that reascn5
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as he reminds his wife, they must keep in with the old so-and-so.

Scrooge is at first tempted to twrn down the lnvitation as he has

always done in the past, but having just been listeaning To te

news on the radio,. with its usual quota of wars, strikes, IHA

Christmas bombings and a further decline in the value of the

pound, he feels momentarily too depressed toc face the prospe
o

w
<

o



s time accepts

gt and, as in the

srrand- boy for this
e boy ha & CI'OWn,
£20 ﬂute whiﬁh ke
(2

purgosc» In the origina?
but we have progressed ”lﬂy( t‘
now tenders o fh@ boy and asks s turkey. Not
surprisingly, the response is a volley of fou tter words in
which he is told, in nec uncertain terms, what he can do with his
£20. He therefore setg out te buy a b1rd himself, but has once
again been overtaken by progress. Asg it is Christmas Bve, all
the shops have closed sarly.

H
}._.;
G? 530

So he goes home end packs his bag in prepqra+1on for tomorrow's
JOLrney, but when he wakes up JnAthP morning he finds that someone
hag stolen his car during the night. He therefore decides to
travel by train, but for the third time progress has outdistanced
him, As it is Christmes Day all public transport has been halted
anxi no traing are ruming. '

He is therefore doomed after all to spend Chrigtmas aleone, but by
this time he is not unduly put out as he hzs books to rend and
music tc listen to and will be well qble to keep himself enter—~
tained. In fact, not really being a particularly sociatle type,
he is secretly rather pileased that ﬁhi e have turned out this waye.
€ 4 e & & = &
The fipnal cameoc is set in the home of the uldtChL+ Faml 17 EGb
chilled and hungry after & long morning un the picket lines, is
looking forward to his F%rlstmas dinncv and Mrs. Beb has Just got
the turkby nicely sizzling in the oven mheﬂ there is a power cut.
They had momentarily fcrcctteﬂ the miners' strike.- Mrs‘ Bob's
fir%t reaction is to damn Arthur bbarblll and 211 his workes, but
she ig sharply called to order by her husband who reminds her that

- g
Lo RS}
solicarity with his comrades

it is the duty of every worker to show

in the fight against -thgcmenu, So the whole _anzlys with the
voungest child Tlry Tie in the place of honour, sits down seif-
righteocusly to a Christmss lunch of bread and c\sesen

o
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And so, as Tiny Tim cbserves,

God help us, every one

3. S TRANGER THAN FICTION®

ERUTH; Tme“ sgv is stranger than fiction. In my experience this
S

is most ceﬁtg¢n1 a fact

Before I begin, I want you to know ﬁﬂm\ everything vou are about
to read is the ﬁlﬁiﬂ.UTva?ilshGu T

Some years ago, on an eariy Autumn Thursday evening, I walke

the W;llam“ Hall in Horten Canen Ffor a meeting cﬁ vhe W.I.

was nothing strange abcut that, for many years I had enjoyed

reetings and this particular evening was no excepbtion. :”*az

interesting talk, delicious refreshments and congenwai compa

it was time to leave, apprc &lmaupﬁy S.40 peme. The night was
cl

and cloudless so there was ne need to use my torch. I left

€
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hall to walk home with my dear 1“iend and neighbour Mrs. Barber.y
We strolled along chatting about the meeting until we were within
sight of The Three Horseshces, a nd it was then I suddenly becamé

compelled to loock up intc the sky. There, above the pub, was the
object which has stayed in my mind to this day. It was elliptical
in shape, like one saucer inverted upon ancthsr and seemed to be
made of fluorescent pa 1e blue light, It was ﬂerfcct;y still and
eerily silent and pulsed regularly, like a2 Belisha beacon. I
raised my arm to shield my eyes from the painful brightness of
the light, my skin contracted into a thousand goose pimples,my
heart wag besting crazily against my ribs and I was mortally
terrified of the evil which was all round me. I opened my mouth
te speak or scream but the scund refused to come oult. 1 Turned
to Mrs. Barber and to my horror saw*that she had collapsed near
the hedge, 4As I tried tﬂ rouse her I looked up again and saw the
object of my fear move soundlessly and al great speed over the
rooftops toward Kington and away out of sight.

When Mrs. Barber had reccvered 51¢flc1eLtly we made our way to

her bungalow. Heviug seen her safely inside with her daughter and
gon-in-law I raced home to Lceb reassurance from my husband.
Howard, (all credlt due to him)} never once used words such as
Vimagination® or 'all in the mind! on the contrary he made some
hot strong tea

By this time |I began to realise how incredible my story must sound
to anvone who hadn't actually witnessed the events of that might,

I rang Hereford Police and a kind policeman listened to what I had
to say. He told me I was the fifth person to report the self-
game event, from wvarious places in the county. A week later, a
tiny item in |the naticna 1 press ”epmrued dn.ULexblalneq area of %
burned grassland of considerable size in Mid WaleScscoveos 8
Make of it what you will.

Mai Jones.

Em"i}@ﬁ* in ﬂw @&m@%m

DECTMBER

"Christmas is s~coming, the goose is getting fat ete. etce.” But
there are still a few jobs we can do around the garden. There
must be, or I|won'®t get paldil

|

General Work ﬂ

Digging of course! Just right after eating too much Xmas Ilunchi!
Generaliy cleaning-up, dM1U' COrners, }”lLU& leaves on greens to
prevent harbourgug slugs and moulds Time to catch wp on all the
Jjobs you didn't have time Lo do during the surmer.

Veretable Carden

Not much to do this month, but as and when possible do keep the @
hoe moving through any growing crops.

Keep an eye on any vegetables in store. Remember c
remaining celery and DB,AQLMH if the weather 1s very s
be worth chancing a few Broad Bean seeds ln a shellere
when the ground is workable. i
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intering bugs. 1f any new planting has not been done, better tc
them in, somewhere sheltered; snd leave until Spring. Currants,
ebercvies, if not already pruned, should be done as sodn &s
hle. Raspherries should have any old cenes cut out, leave tops

% e
ntil March. C(hat to a neighbour farmer and get some well rotted
anure ta cover the Rhubarb, stand an cld bucket or similar over
he top to bring it cn sarlier. :

Aower Garden

iot much this month cr so, but any plarts in the reserve garden,
nins, Sweet Willlams etc., give them some protection if possible.
rune any Roses not blooming, down to about half, tc prevent wind-
wck. Keep an eye on newly planted bushes , tread round gently
fter severe frost, to firm them in.
JANUARY,

When Ymas is past and the New Year is ahead, it's time to Think
about the new season in the garden. If you haven't already done
so get hold of yeur favourite firms catalogues and get your seeds
ordered fairly scon.

Genersl Worlk

i&g lagt month, keep those yellow leaves pulled off the greens etc.
1 the weather iz mild keep the heoe on the go. Tie-up any wall
plantes, prune any rambler roses.

Vegetable Gardei

Toward the end of the month, if your garden is falrly sheltered,;
sow a few Brosd Reans, and a short row of round-seeded peas,
(watch—out For wice.) If you have a Scuth facing border and &
few cloches vou could sow a few cauliflower, radish, lettuce.
Place cloches a few days before sowing to give soil chance to
warm~up. Onion seed can now de sSowWn in boxes, and plsced on a
warm window~gill to germinate. Flace potatoes in.boxes to sprout
in a light frost free nlace.

) . ) ¥ to. Finish Winter-spravinge.
If not already done s, Uoosebesrries,; Loganberries

ne . &
and Blazckberries and tie-~in

iower Garden

f}sc continue the 'good-work' as last menth., Apart from that you
cany have a rest this monthil '
Shrubs and Trees

Late extra - planting ¢ 1 ¢ 211 b :

Té}:_ébe;fgra H_u}:in},mg and pruning of ail but Spring {lowering
_j:_L ! °Ze Forgytnia, can be done now. Evergreens I prefer to
leave until late Mavch, early April. '

Honnv Ymas and — e .
BpPy Aras and a successful season te &8ll readers of the *Signal’
g of th gnal’,

and their friends

a

=y

& Mr. Weed



WORTON CANON NEWE

%o NICHOTAS CHURCH, NORTON CANON

I7 was in March, 1584 that we sppealed to you all for help in
raiglng over LL,BDU for the %spalr of the windows in the chbrvb
Mugh of the giass dates from the 16th century and the work of
speeialised craftsmen was es"aﬁil_l Unfortunately the first
pergon contracted to undertaks the repair withdrew after personai
tragedy and the work on the thdOWb had to be postponed. After
many disappointments it has now restarted and visitors to the
chupeh may see large pieces of plastic covering some window areas.

We would lilke tc take this ovpurthtLy to convey cur most grateful
and pincere thanks to all who contributed to the appeal Iqu We
now have a grand total of £1,054 towards the cost, which will be
in the mneilghbourhood of £1,700.

The excellent sum of £203.60 waes raised from the Barvest Festival
Thanksgiving Service. This sum has been put towards the Church
Windew repair and is included in the above total. The Parochial
Chureh Council would like to thank a1l pari shioners who contri-
buked to the Haxrvest Festival and also to those who gave fruit,
fiowers and waefables which were very muck appreciated,

1
|
NORTON CANON IADIES! SOCIAL CLUS

AT on 12th November a Committee was slected ¥o run the
Club: President - Mrs. Nora Medoraft; Secretary - Mrs. Joy
bPantall; Treagurer ~ Mrs, Anne Cole. It is hoped that with the
help of those lzdies (and there were about twenty present that
év@ﬂiﬁg) who support the Club an interesting and exciting pro-
gramme for 1985 can be arranged.

The Christmas ﬁlnner outing has been planned for TUBSDAY, the 1lth
December at the Unicorm Restaurant in ﬁ@bbjtv We neet Lneva at
7.30 for 8 p. m' each of us already having chosen our own merii,
(yiggge bring morﬂm in an ewveﬁope@} Any lady who was not present
on the 12th an{l wishes to come to the Uniforu may ving Anne (Cole
for menu deta11 =

Attep this Qholt business meeting, Mes, Sally Williams created two
sp.lendld arraﬂgeanng cne with fresh flowers and Emait, the othev
with dried gragac: du“ flowers. She Jet us in to several secrets
of the florists ‘ade as she deftly added false stems to fChinese
lanterns' and so neu gpples with cocktail sticks. No wonder the
rafifle wag well QJCPOTLSO“ Sally had donzated the dried flower
arrangement as/the prize,

On Menday, l4th Janwary the first mesting for 1985 will be held as
usual in the Village Hall at 8 Pells, This will e a Cheese and
Wing Party (entrence 50p to include all refresh ments, ) At this
Heebing subscyriptions - £1 Lor 6 mouths - will bhe collected From
all whe wish to belong to the Club. Hemember! The Club NEEDS
Volupy aetive support.

Sheils Fvans



NORTCH

This Saie, together witn oue
or two small domailons, raise
the sum of £151.11 for tke
Church Fabtric Fund. This
money will be put towards the

CANON CHURCH
SALE

cost oi the urgemt repair of
our Church windows,

A very big Ythank-y un? o the
members of the P.C.C snd their
families For their ﬁm cl G401
in organising and mam ing the
stalls, and to all thos

e .ash.o
came in ine afte*noon
spent sc genercusly.

We regret to hear that Mes,
Lillisn West of Mcorhesmpton
and Mrs. ‘“\’.arﬁr Price of Ecclea
Green are both in Hespital.
We hope they will mske a

speedy recovery.

OBITUARY

We regret to report the death
Mr,

Cabon on the lst Nﬁvema
Lewls had lived the are
most of his life.  He and
Weaver moved from Horton
to Moorhampton in 1908,

Mach sympathy goes ocut 1o
Neaver in her grest loss.
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ROBERT LOXBTON
& Extencions

e Repairs

¢ Roofing

e Gener Dfx.u“ldzr

e Alteratilons

e Chimney Rep&i}‘s‘

Post Office, Norton

Fhone: Weobley
j

4
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Lewis Weaver of Moorhamplon.
The funeral took place st bloz‘tof

T T AN A A

|
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of | CHRISTMAS DINNER

KIWNNERSLEY COFFER EVENING

-

rable Coffee Bvening
r 'iﬂlo. at Hurstley

oy by kind invite
“vL~~ V. . 9
Skyrwme, Approximately £L75 was
raised for the Churchyard Fund
and "Lhcmkn are e:{teﬁdhd to aij
'i-":"I'”“

s
1y helped in this successiul
effart.

ctu....(.l.\.
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HEREFORD & WORCESTER COUNTY COUNCIL

woeuld vou like

¥
¥ -
Yoga?

To know more about

Classes ere currently ruming at
Weobley Prdmary School every Weds
peaday and Thur ;j_d, during school
term, 6.40 D 8,15 p.m.

New term commences

. ox in Januwary 1985
50 just rell up at

tThe School on

Wednesday, 16th or Thursday, 17th
JanuAry.

-
Ul

ICRLINGS 5 - 7 1b
CHICKENS 6 1t - 8 1b

PR, P AT
SV TARGER

10 1b
1C 1b

il
'J~
&
S

'.r‘

Y TTGICY T "
CEESE ay

CAN DIF.IVER FLEASE CRDER AS
;*’O: N F} {'; ;‘}Gsb ....-J 'ﬂ&a
¢ Tel: WEOBLEY 260, Mrs, Cole.
§
HELE TO HEALTH
Tuegday, 8th Janary at 7.20 pm
'vi. j_».f 4.}.[' i.&.‘.é.f \'.LuA.L r‘ f}.{luua
Gardening without using chemicals,
T is F_'E‘fi:;l?‘g- healthier and less
ex mmx; Tve,
11’1"1';} s Bareitt, Member c}f Soil
Asseciation, will give a tall and
sEwer r“hn:“rquw
Bveryone welcome., Admission 307.
(Fleage note ~ we are back in the
Village Hall again. ) '



A day in the life of cen
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A "Lady’ Postman

DURING THE BARLY 19407%s,

Tax
O

MARGAREYT MARSHALL

N

AT thig time I was living at &
farming, My father was ths su
postwoman., .

ne Old Vicarage where my folks were
bpostmaster and I was the local

1 the kethle on a primus stove
(we did not bave electricity umtil 1954 and mains water until
much later,) taking tea up to waken the family and then out on my
bicycle to reach Weobley P.0., by 7 a,m.

This meant rising at 6 a,m., boiling
S
XL

5]
v
P~

L

A pleasant jJjourney summertine,bub in the winter with the blackout
and very little light allowed; it was not too gasy to decide what
the state of the roads was before I started oud down the hill ang
it was often anything but a comfortable ride.

After catching the early morning Yeomans double decksr 'bus from
Kington at the usual place along the Garnstons Road, I reached
Weobley where it was a quick *Good Morning'! +o everyone and then
down to sorting the mail which had arrived frowm Hereford by motor
van.

Mr, Jennings 'the postmagter' had by this time usually sorted the
post into four districts and then I and the three postmen were off
to do our own deliveries. We all started cut around 8 ofclock
with a short stint in Weoblsy and then I was ocut on the open road
to call at most of the farms and cottagzes on the way to Shoalls
Bank.,

There used to be six dwellings up the hill in those days. Mr.
Fred Williams lived at the top house, and he was quite a character
as everyone who knew him will remember! He used to keep great
nuinbers of unpenned pigs and the slurry from these in the winter-
time would often leave my wellingtons submergedd I rarely got as
far as the house and just had o shout hopefully for someone to
meet med .

Back down to the road for my bicycle and on my way te Norton Canon,
Here teoo there have been guite 2 yumber of subseguent cheanges, No
bungalows then at Canon Drive or Upper Noriton and several cottages

43
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along Norton's Woed heve since fallen down and their land merged
inte *R= ictnsu L can recall travelling over seversl fields to
*The Farke! where Mrs. Gertie Taylor was a great letter writer -
and she always had the ketbtle bolblngL Then on over the stream
to where the Parker 1am11y'nhea to live A1l gone now.

lays & ‘bus -aeq to run along Norton's Wood and up Calver
Hill to Hereford and return in the afterncon. so T used to try
i at Hcoles Greesn so that I Oﬂulﬁ deliver the mail o
s on beard,

s the outbreak of War, there was much more official post. The
ar“'tc usmc.ta dread the returns which had to be madé to 'The
M¢nl““fyf‘ Them green ones again’ they would Qay and I even got
the idean Lﬂnf nhcy T our?L I was personally responsitle! Ration
books, Clothing and Pstrol coupons all had to be delivered and woe
betide me if someone rHCuIV6§ theirs and their neighbour didn?t!

Christmas was another busy time and it was often afternoon before
I got heme. We delivered on Christmas Dsy and it was usuaiiy a
happy‘OL\.Si 1 because the homemade wine used to fiow! still
got wade desplte the sugar rationing, In wartime there was, of
course, always the dreaded fear thet a trdgic telegram mwight have
to be delivered., It wes a thught you could never sheke coff,
Eventuwally I got back home. The P.0. official distance was 17
miles and rarely did I ever complete it in the allocated time of
3 hours.

1 was pogtmistress for s while after my father's death until May
Loxston took over and now it ig Robert and Jose so it has qazte
a long Tamily comnection renging back to 1923,

¥riting this has Mbrought bﬁck 2 lot of memories - some sad and
some happy. Sometimess I ¥ [a to read letters to their recipients
and.th@u hfiie thely answe Often I used to deliver personal

megsages along the way b:c&uueg i those days, very few people
had tele phonu_r General 1y spesking, my postal days were very
satisfactory if perhaps very long.

v gy > e

THE KINNEBSLEY ARMS
KYWWERSLEY

pl’m and Pat Benjamiv)

& Traditional -"lfaa # Heer garden snd Patio
e Widn wariety of bar @ Pool Hoow 1
snzcks aily
&L la carte vestauwrant & Goed car park
open Wod-Suadey

¥e serve 8 set thresicourse Sunesy lunch at £3.95
per head. Bookdoge enly.

N AT SN N it
Cuteide bars gstered for. Prone: 0H446 240
T
l‘:’l'}":
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Sarnesfield
Decembei'

9th 10 am Holy Communion
25th 8 am Hely Commumion

dJ anuary

12th 10 am Holy Commmion
27th 10 am Morming Prayer

Norton Canon
December

2nd 9 am Hol;\} Communion

9th 9 am Morning Prayer
16th 9 am Holy Communicn
22rd 9 am Family Service

with carols
25th 9 ax Holy Communion

9 am Holy Communion
15th 9 am Morning Prayer
20th 9 am Holy Communion -
27th 9 am Family Service

Staunton~-on~Wyve

December

2nd 11 am Holy Communion
9th 11 am Morning Prayer
16tk 11 am Lessons with
- carols
Z25th 11 am Holy Communion
with cargls

danuary

6th 11 am Hely Communion
13th 11 am Morning Prayer
20th 11 am Holy Commurniion

Byford

Decenmber

2nd 9.70 am Holy Cemmunion

16th 6,30 am Bvening Prayer

24th 11.%0pm Holy Communion

20th 10.00am Family Service
with carcls

C23rd 10 am

January

6th 9,30 am Holy Communion
20th 6.30 pm Evening Prayer

Momington-on-Wye

December

9th 9.70 am. Holy Communion
25th 9,30 am Holy Commumion -

Jan

%

13th 9.30 am Holy Communion

Letton

December

20th 7.30 pm Carols in Church
and 01d istton
Court

23rd 6,00 pm Holy Communion

Jar\wa“y

13th 11.00 am Fam¢1y Comunlor;

L 27th 6.00 pm Evening Prayer

A Christmas Service of readTHgs
and carols will be held on Thurs——
day, 20th December at 7.7C p.m.

- with the HEREFORD CHURCH SINGERS

Afterwsrds there will be a fPastry
amd Punch' Bvening at 0138 Tetton
Court also with the singers,

Kimersley

December

Z2nd. 10 awm Advent Carol Service
9th 10 am Holy Communion
16th 6,30 Carel Service with
Chrigstmas Play (with
children of the village)
Christmas Family SerVJ.cp
- with carols
25th 10 am Holy Communlon with
carocls
Oth 11 am Combined Service of
Holy Communion with
carols (for our group
of parishes)

10



STAUNTON-ON-WYE NOTES

TORGCET-ME-NOT CLUB meal. Some of us sat on the
PORGET-ME-NOT C front whilst cthers wandeaéed
Cnce agzin we had a beautiful round"the shoz;su We fou?. a ]
day fo%aour trip to the Elan very interesting museum in what

Valley and Aberystwyth on 9th wag the cld theatre.
October, The sky was clear and We left at 5 p.m. and had an
the sun shone. We stopped at equally good Journey home, stop-
_Rhayader for a coffee break and ping at Kington for a drink.
'then on to the Elan Valley. Truly a iovely day - thank you
Our driver was good enough o = Biddyv.
take us along the 1akesidedroad P, McCam

't a goo
ew of ine dam. CTre waver was STAUNPON-ON-WYE PARISH CHURCH

i over the spillway and . e

%?gcﬁgégwir Was prsgcticagly Due to its exposed position on &
full - very different from six Rilltep Staunton-on-Wye church
weeks earlier when I last visite has suffered periodic damage from

i o 1 it was as dry as a winter gales. One of the windows
32,3811}::}“1@ - 7 © in the tower was blown in last
We took some photographs and ~— winter, and other windows are
meandered along the mountain cracked.

frad i The dindow scently .
road till we arrived at Devilts The Jt_;cwe:r window was‘ rec ok
Bridge, then on to Aberystwyth. repaired by Onek?f-' lgga%gﬁgers
On the way we saw several rare on-Wye's most skil Sy
wild birds, one of which we and woodworkers, Mr., David Jones,
“think was & brown cagle, and Mca Ref McCaz"m,Shas al so

: s : ek sk - watwrthcarried out repairs.
T s e e e er Yty The clergy and church council
' : express their gratitude,

P - e - i 4 ~ 3 — ée
Disco ~ Darts -~ Welly throwing - Tiddleywinks - Ca}‘.‘l_Oe.lIl%; ‘ﬁarﬂ - i
w Tossing the caber - Cookery - Painting -~ Underwater Singing £
g What do we want? :

: Staunton-on~Wye has very few activities for young peaple @
5 in the area. Are you interested in being involved in L2
~ socieites, clubs, special activity days or event locally? t
o] ; Z
& The Parish Council is doing & survey on interest in youth g
°y activities, both helpers and young pesople. If vow have &
any ideas or suggestions we ghould like to hear from vou. @
'@ Fill in the form below and return by Christmas either to o
g Staunton Post Office or to Mrs, J. Thommg, Court Famm 7
Cottage, Brobury. o
1 =
E? Name a-'-wld AddreSS 090‘GO&O‘!OG&!GFG#GMOG#S#ﬂdﬁ#é‘GQ&ﬁ!l(‘d?Gf i
.'_{ Ueﬂd‘.ﬂl}ﬂﬁﬁﬁoﬁtﬁfﬂ'06@‘5@019(}(#08‘0die“dﬁ&ﬁed\¢lﬁa(‘06‘-&Fﬁ-ﬁu-&ﬁ@&co‘u w
ﬁ “ ] ufi
© Helper or Young Person Age E E ‘ >
e - A
§ Interest ccoecccoccscece Weekly Groupl ] Short Course| | 2
i ot
g Day Event [ | 0

) -
"g Mgﬁstlons Ior ACtiVl'tleS GECOVF O U ¢E G B E S GO & $o GG Q CEP R & (31_-_-{\‘
AN
B Gﬂd.cu‘ﬂacodcioﬂﬁ&‘000566__!1{0?&’)‘]&&‘@@!@1!4‘9“UJC‘Q’-‘WDGG&G‘GI'.?I.‘GO i
2 WE WANT TOQ HEAR FROM YOU}! S

% - - - Ty @ =
Pet care — Table tennis -~ Football -~ Drama ~ Big game hunting £

Fishing ~ Swimming ~ Astronomy T Collecting -~ Drawing - Cricket
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WHEN I was. a child in Staunton-on-Wye there were nany outstanding
people whom I shall wlwajs remember, and no doubt other older
residents will remsmber them too.

The first one I remenmber, when I was about six years old, was
Walter. I never knew his surname but he was a 'gentleman. cf the
read? ~ and I mean ‘gentleman,' He used to 1live in the millhouse
at Scutt Mill for about six months and then he wowld travel around
-a few other fayms doing odd jJobs. He was to fascimste me with
his tales and his cafw;ngu, He once mades a doll with every Joint '
" movable, He fixed a handle to the back of it and then he would
sit on a long thin board and whistle and make 1t dance. 1 spent
many an hour with him watching him at his work.

“Then there was Sue Coburn who lived in the alushouses. She used
to come over to pick aprles and pull uweacsg and the capers she
‘and Walter cub were ag good as any T.V. turn. 3he was a wine
maker -~ ond she drank most of It herself.

At times during the week Sergeant Williams the policeman would
~gall, TWhere's the key; 38hs99 he would dS&, and you always
knew what he wanted - &ood draught of cider. .He would leave
hiz helmet on the kitchen table and be in the cellar for an hour
or 80. He wap a2 big wman and used to frighten me to death. Then
Mr, Trumper the bmtchbﬂ would aririve - he peaded a beast for
shanghter and the cellar key would once agein disappear, Tom and
Jack would arrive to take the bullock home, riding on two horses
like highwaymen, Sometimes Mr, Haines the keeper and Mr. Rootes
would call teo say thers was going to be a shoot.

When I was alt Shtaunton School I lived in the Storshouse and there

were plenty of 'characoters? ﬁTCL&d mhere¢ I remember dear old
Polly wiio used to take the medicine for Dr. Steed to Bredwardine

and Letton ~ she must bave clock em uﬁ some miles, She was very
kind and zlways found time to talk Lo a six-year-old,

12



a used to taks the sazine to the almshounses and wel
iper Granny Paroy with r linen boanet and c¢lav wpipe. She
3it by the fire pulfing away and wben you went in she
pilpe behind her bscik and vou could see the smoke curling
- her ghoulder.,

‘Hzppy Jack® was another ‘character.' It took ?JL gii day to get
to the New Imn, scuffling up the road on twe sticks, He would
start off at ﬁhuui 10.30 a.m. and arrive & ub imn about midday
stopping on the way for rests. He would start back at closing
Time {ﬂd we would pass him as we were coming out of school,
Neadless to say, the Doys used *r pull his leg. Ancther regular
New In

] patr@r wag Mr., Jones of New House. He WDL+& arrive in
cny and trap

P
W=
o

diuﬂ hig tame gander waddling along behind him,

The children went to school by horse, bike or ichariot’ (like
Elizabeth and Ken Hichards,} or on foot. We nearly all called
cmetime during the week at the village shop kept by Mrs. Kinsey,
and we used to make her get all the boxes down for our penny.
She was always very patient, and aluhough.lfm sure shie must have
teen cross when some kid came in for a sherbet while she was
cleaning her bedrocm she always seened happy te see us. The
shop was & great meeting place for a chat.

VMr. and Mrs, Markham were the schoolteachers and we held them in
awe. A Tew o? us learned music angd would ke ushered intc the
imer ganctum where no foot normslily trod. They were happy days.

Other pecple I remember were Mrs. Handley who wag always ready
to Jeip and work like a man, and Mrs. Gladwin who used to do
shopping for the village on Wedrnesdays and Saturdays. Then there

was Arme Maund who lived at Chadnorts Gate. She was a very
strange lady. She wouldn®t sllow anyvone near her house and when
we children went flower picking in the oﬁ“lﬂg ancé pas aeﬁ her
house she would shout and rave at us. She wore black clothes -
one garment on top of ancther. Foor »r“i i thirk her brain
miet have gone.

Ancther unusual persconality was My, Murray, He was Irish and
wore earyings - a mecst unh of ttin& for a man in thoge days.

Then there was 'Chrigtmast! (I never knew his proper
Jack Porter, whose house was burnt down. You coul
IO BOUPE ivicniss

Nor can we ever forget "Welshie® ‘hﬁ in iz own Iunny way.
did so much for the Charity, the - B and the church - and

his great enemy Brassey, a grsat ml as regards the villege hell.
E buil, who used to ‘borrow a dog! and go

a

ind there was Mra, Tarnbul 3
0ding - you mever saw her without s load of wood she was drag-
ng h@mee

i
11

gL

Mrs, Skyrme used to take us te Barry for our Sunday school outing
for which we would save up for mowthes so that we could visit the

u a

fair there. The thrill of the ‘bus 3 arneq was something to loogk

forward to from Juris?mau orwards. And there was My, Price of

The Ark with his black vowler hg% hc used to teach us in chapel
s rillage funerals iu his hoT"e and tran.

They have all passed on now and at““s may take their places as
illage ‘characters' - but it really was a very happy childhood.
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Viewpoint.....

A MIRACLE OF MODERN PROGRESS
BY the time_this issue kafSignalfﬂappears traffic between
Rereford and Leominster will Probably be badly disorganised due
o T the A49 road while repairs ar

the !
carried out Yo the bridge over the railway at Newton,

According to am article published in the 26th October igsue of
'The Hereford Times,! iraffic between Hereford and lecminster

is being diverted along the A47110 posd via Canon Pyon and Stret-—
ford, a detour of some five miles. But this is nothing compared
to what local traffic between, say, Hope—under~Dinmore and
Leominster is having to face. The idea here is to send motorists

5
en a long Jeunt through northern Herefordshire, via Burley Gate,
Bromyard and Bredenbury, a detour of aover Twenly miles., Une is
reminded irresistibly of LK, Chesterton’s 'rolling English road?
and

'The night we went +to Birmingham by way of Beachy Head,*®

According to & statement msde by & spokesman for the Departuwent
of Transport, the closure of the bridge 1s due to ‘urgent repair
work to the parapets and side walls.! It is estirsted that thig

i
work will take three months

- “ v @ o - & - a Fs a

How different things were in the dark days of a hundred vears ago,
before the advent of modern engineering methods. As an illustration
of this one has only to recall a big comstruction jeb in May 1892,
when the Great Western Railwey mede the fiasl conversion of its
tracks from the 7-foot broad gauge to the standard gauge of 4 feet
8% inches. It had been realised for many years thet the gauge
would eventuslly have to be converted to corform with other rail-
ways, and for this reason a third rail had been laid between the
cther two so that traing of both gaunges could be accommodated.

The final conversion involved 171 miles of track, along with
accompanying marshalling vards and sidings, a truly formidable
task, How long do you think it took .... weeks? seva months?
Not & bit of it - the whole job was done in two gdays,

IT the time taken to repair the Newton Bridge is any criterion,
this conversion job, if it were beinec carried cut today, would

i \J !‘ﬂ_ — ‘ L
probably take about five years,

]

One never ceases to marvel at the miracles of medern progress,

M.B. Collingwood

A CHEISTMAS CONCERT

by B EDEEYY )
- ' g e PARISH

- ARROW CHOIR  apuission £

Saturday, December 15th at 7.30 pm

! WEOBLEY
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A Belated Happy Rirthday to

BRIAN PUGH of Mormmington-on-=
Wye who was 18 on the 12th
November and to the following

whom we missed,

Monnington-on-Wye.

Luke Trumper
Jegs Courtney

Stauntons ch~Wye

Jeremy Price
Tan Jenkins
Nicky Andrews

& Very Happy Birthday
“the following:

Staunton-cn~Wye

Joan Kain
Daniel Kendall
Rupert Heaven
Leigh Mason
Nicky Morgan
Georgina Jelfs

Frma Price
Christine Morgan g
Carcl Morgan 3
Christopher Sheers
Kim Mason

Lmy Howard

Thoma s Arthur
Jonathon Sheers
Lydia Lewis

H

to al

6th
8th
13th
17th
27th

-
£

&
e
:

5th

Eth
1itn
13th
12th
25th
o7 %h

Nov
3

Nov
i
¥

i

Dec

BIRTHDAYS

Morton Cemon

Lyndsey Evaus
Wichola Cole
Wichela Watson

lucarn, Raphas
Tina Colecombs
Johnathon Absolam

Gail Davies

Jaime lLoxston
Stuart Powell
Ardrew Davies
Mimcan Hardoan

Moorhampton

Matthew Turley
(Mansel Gapage)
Andrew Whitney
{Upperton)}

Sarnesfield

 Wendy Evans

Kimersleaey

Ian lewis
Stephen Masrk
Julie Ann Phillips
{Salliies:

L83

Cver Letton
B M S 5 TR i

Rohert Bryan
¥Mark Addiscon

homa s

2nd Dec

b

Tth *®
Bth =&
IXER %
It - .
11th Jan
12th - ¥
254 -0
26th o
30th it
&th Jan
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Readers: Letters

In regard to your COMMUNIETY nNews~
letter in the November issue of
'Signal,! I feel that the writer.
of the letter to the 'Times' has
overlooked one aspect of advanc—
ing technology, viz,, advancing
understanding,

The Industrial revolution of the
19th century bred deep foreboding
around the idea of progress and
that same attitude to change sti
survives. Witness the difficult
today with which new: techniques
are introduced inte any hranch
of industry. Nevertheless, there
is some gradual appreciation of
the idea that a change is necess—
ary. Your very article illustr~
ates this point, for it is aliready
apparent that such is the accel-
erating rate of development that
by the year 2000 it will be
bPossible for all means of producte
ion te be executed by robot com-
puter, and will thus require onLy
a miniscule number of operators,
Temporari ly this corcept will '
mean massive unemployment until
minds were adjusted to the new
conception and our long held
viewpoint that a person. is born

to work from 18 to 65 will have
to be dispelled, ‘Then ;- and only
then, will it be possible to in-
troduce leisure programmes to
satisfy the mental and physica
needs of all,

33X
v

£

Now let's take your views on lim-
itation of birth., Despite todayia
terrible conditiona the world
already produces more food than
it needs. . It can, in fack,
produce much more and it is only
the WILL that prevents ALL from
being satisfied. Clearly, it is
not necessary to limit the Livth
rate., This will ccme about auto~
matically with increased leisure
and increased oppertunity which
already are the. main reasons why
today the birth rate is so much
lower in the western worid.

We might well have to move

nearer . to the concept of Huxleyts

'Brave New World,' prompted ale-
. 3

o

a

ready by the concept of the
Tube' Bapy.

accept the

direction?

e urs el
mented we might asg

tlest-
¥e may even have o
idea of "free love! and

birth by incubation. Surely cur 3
so-called permissive goclety is
already the first step in this

e ) T A
F.C, Foreman

Kimnersley.

Your Viewpoint article of Novem-

berts issus of Sigral zsks "What
o you thiok' re limiting O
wiation grawth to Jeb availability,

If the options on offer were inple-—-
well be Living

in Communist Chingld

i

but e sitate

minefield!

Jd. Smith
b =

JGareth ¥vanst age
arvicle i ix T month
has succeedsed i weking ne
out of my sloth~like enforeced
inactivity to replys g o
I would first take issize on a .
need to limit cur population
growth in the ways suggested.
There is something 'Big
Brother-ish' shout enforced
family size, although this is
happening now in parts of
Ching and .J 2. | L agree,
hovaver,  on the need. for ed-
ucation to make available to

far more {if no%

which are reguired to meet
The demanda’ of new technoldgy,

Equally importent, in
ig the need %o Ysducate! (I

use the word adviged for the
inevitable ircrease in leisure
time, as the mmber of jobs

T » - * P T T N - .
Lecame lees, the working da ¥
o e

ny view,

shorter, and the age for ¥

et & ok » G R

cirement earliier, 9
) -

i s P il . ) e e 5]

Fermabs we ghould incrsuse

The time spent at school
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&

studving Physicel ¥duos
Art, Music, Craft, Literature
Nature Study e oWa
these enda? At

t lezat in the
likely event of unemployument

and neny 1..1{)1;1':'3- i" :i"?i.ﬁl.L folk
would ‘then he 1 ;

to enjoyv their |
pPleasureabls
way? or am T
Cuckoo land®s

'-~J-.F~Ut"‘ .
and r“@f:} table
Living in *clovd

What do you

May 1 ple
means of
thanks 1o
neighbours

ES
8]
]
v
rf.
By
)
J-S 3
5
oy
."_'f ty
5
Rt

el v k
nesses durlng a v &
&

iilness,

I am truly grateful. Bless vo

(Norton :J.rx.ﬂ‘ )
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