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Joan, Jo and I are staying in a villa on cierra Zueia, on a hill overlocking
wengirola on the Costa Del Sol. rrom the patio T can see in the distance the
coastal ridges running down to the Maditerranean with patches of the sea shir-
ering in between. Nearer, on the lower slopes of the hill, there ig the bustle

and noise of a bullding project pressing ahead. Adosados and Apartiementos
appearing with great spesed; a familiar sight in these parts. T pust admit that

T psed to think of Spanish building as shoddy and jerry buiit, bat having watched
these lads toiling on the hillside below me, T am having bo revise my opinions.
They can show us 3 thing or two, work 1like beavers, and the construction is quite
impressive. I cannot agree with the way that they squeeze the Towh Houses in

when there is so much space, but people buy them, most developments are moid bafore
they are completed, so who can really blame them. Swimmwing pools, Tennis Courts,
Golf Courses, they're all here, pecple come from all over EBurope for thelyr place

in the sun. At the moment it seems to be the Denes, swedes and Fimms who are

in the ascendency. That seems to be where the main money is at the moment.

Over to my right as I sit here on:the terrace in the afternoon sunshine, 1 look
hayond the blue roof cupolas of the Byblos hotel and its beaubiful geolf course;

to the green rolling hills behind Marbell . Ve went. for a trip in the back tracks
through those hills a couple of weeks ago, before the raing ceme.  Transport was
in my son's 4 w.d. Patrol. I wouldn't chance my car on those rough roads. leoxcals
wonld say that I mollycoddiz my Car, but I hope ‘it will get us back to Brgland.
Lets give it a chance anyway...gosh its hot here at the moment, thermometer

shows 320¢, well into the 80s...move into the shade. The back tracks, the farmers
who live in “Avocado Valley" as ite called locally, drive in and out of their
Fincas in their old SEATS and Renaults, up and over the ruts and ridges, down

znd through the many stream beds that cut across the track. At great speed.
curtained in dust. perhaps thats the secret, the spred. But its a beautiful

area in there. The vivid greens of the Avocados and Citrus trees. the grey

creen of the wild Resemary. the darker colour of the Pioes. The track winds

vp and over the smaller hiils, down through little valleys with theiyr stream
courses, always giving new views and sights. In some places, the track runs:
right thro' a Finca, almost into the farmhouse itself. and old people pause in
their labours of husking their Almond crop.




Thepe is one partioular Stream that always flows in its own little hidden wild
valley, that is a favourite picnic spot witn my -grandchildren. “Lets go to the
stream, Dad", a Sinday ory. There are some tall, spreading trees at this spot,
they look like Planes to me, but I forgeb to ask. They make lovely shade over
a little sandy beach and Pool. No wender the children love it so. Picnic

of cold barbecusd chicken, fresh rolls and frult is lingered aver, Then Daad
and Grandad are cajoled to join a scramble in the Stream up its rocky course
while Mum, Grandma and Aunty watch and doze. Strange to realise that the
Coastal read with its congtant traffic, the heaving population of glamourous
Marbeila are mly 2 or 3 k.n. away over the intervening hills.

The rain came last weex. Ye Gods, didn't it rain !! Seme 18 inches in 4 days

S0 I'm told, 8 inches in one day. Floods, mud slides, rock falls, subsidences,
the lat, Malags was +the apiventre of the storme, and suffersd worst. The
Grardaihorce river overflowed its barks on 5 seperate occasions taking out vital
bridges and ficoding the whole plain, including the Alrport. We were not so
badly affected, although our road was running 3 ins. deep like a river at one
stage. Swinming pools ali overflowed witlh rain f2lling in. Down in Fuengirola,
SO roads were impassable for a time, and the onshora gales caused wave damage
along the Paseo Maritimo. large areas of the roadway stripped away . Several
of the "Chiringuites', the beach restaurants, were damaged, and sun b@d§ eto.
washed away. Wherever a stream or river reached the sea, the muddy stain spread
for hundreds of wetres , and debris of plants and trees was everywhere. Most of
it Tinishes up on the beach, and there seems to be no great rush to clear it up
this time of year.
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The orange crop is beginning, and fruit on offer is getting better and cheaper .
I'm not a great fan, but oy cowpanions are. We, I, lug home huge bags of them,

at 175 ptag, per 3 kilos, thats 11 or 12 big, juicey oranges for aboug 90 pence.
We stock up at the weekly frult market, but the daily covered martet is good.toc.
And there's a nice bar there ! T don't mind going. Or to the Supermarket either,
there's an excellent bar there. We go to Gibraltar every other week, just under
two hours away, and there we can buy the "English® things we cannot gat here. o
Being duty free means that lots of thirngs are much cheapar there too. The Spaniah
Customs can be sticky on the way back, and if left till late afternoon, tgke a
long time in the guewe. If too many bags or boxes are spied in the car, ?t then
has to be entered into the Custom's Computer with a Pasaport nusber, and if caughit
again within a menth, tax can be levied. We try to use one of our vieitor's
passports.

The shops around here are beginning to look Christmassy now, window displays,

decorations and overhead electric lights. Rudolph looks different smmehow.

We are locking forward to our Christmas out here. I1'11 fing time to write

about it later, g

Hoy Brock

Many women are not as Young as they are painted.

Its a funny king of month November. For the really keen
cricket fan its only then when he discovers that his wife
left him in May.

After an incident in Croyden involving a pPrison van and
4 concrete mixer, the police are now looking for eighteen
hardened criminals.

5 eritid is a legless man who teaches running.

Contributions for the MARCH issue should be sent to
Gareth Evans, Lanzerac, Norton Canon (0544 318505)
by 18th February please, Z
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- By a Whisker ..

We were going on a package holiday to Greece and flying from Luton at nine
o'clock in the morning. Friend was in favour of making the journey to Luton
starting in the middle of the night. I thought it safer to go the day before
and stay in an hotel in case we had a breakdown or puncture. Anyway it would
e more comfortable. T won.

The hotel in Luton let me put the car by the garage doors so we could make a
guick getaway. In the morning friend stayed with the luggege in the front

of the hotel while I went to get the car out of the garage at the back, drive
round, and pick her up. I drove out of the garage into a one-way street going
in the wrong direction ! I did not know Luton, so spent what seemed like

ages driving round, trying to get to the front of the hotel. I eventually
picked up friend and luggage and we set off for the alrport. Having decanted
her I went to park the car. I was told to put it what seemed like miles away
and get a bus back. That tock ages too. We thought we had allowed plenty

of time but with these hold-ups we only just mede it.

1t was a good holiday. We had three days of culture (quite enough) with a
guide at Delphi on Mount Olympus, saw lots of ancient places, and went through
the Corinth Canal. Then we spent a week on the Island of Rhodes, travelling
there on a Greek ship that chugged madly and called at lovely little islands
on the way. The old city of Rhedes is intriguing, especially away from the
main tourist streets. Back in Athens we went to the Plaka one evening. This
was the long flight of steps that went up to the Acropolis. They were very
wide and shallow, taverns had their tables and chairs on them and music played
from the roof-tops. It was a very popular place with many nationalities
strolling up and down or sitting‘at the tables drinking. You could not buy

a drink, you had to buy a bottle. Some of the women who were wearing diamonds
and were dressed up to the nines were off yachts in-the harbour. Others were
wearing scruffy jeans, but many were just ordinary like us.

Tt would have been a pity to have missed it all and we only made it by a whisker.

Noelf Johnston

SCHOOL: REPORTS
WHAT THEY SAY WHAT THEY MEAN
Could do better Couldn't do any worse
Prefers his own company Needs a bath
Popular with classmates Too much pocket money
Could go far The further the better

Mature, out going persocnality Popular behind the bike sheds

1



[ﬁrTAUNTON-ON-wYE AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD OF YDRE]

Continuing our series of articles by RICHARD PANTALL

Herefordshire Spring Assizes 1847
Horse Stealing

Wiiliam Butcher, of Bishopstone, a lad of 14 years of age, who could neither
read or write, was charged with having stolen on 6th January last, one pony
mare from Mr. James Baker, licensee of the Portway Inn, Staunton-on-Wye.

P.C. Daniel Merewether deposed that in consequence of information received,
he and Mr, Baker went to Blaenavon Ironworks, 40 miles away, where he saw the
prisoner. He had a pony which he said was his father's, and when asked how
much he wanted for it he said £7.10s. Mr. Baker recognised the pony as his
property, and deposed to the Court he had seen the prisoner in his Inn having
bread and cheese and beer the day before it was stolen. He was found guilty
and sentenced to seven years' transportation, with the intimation he would
not be sent to a penal settlement.

Before the same Court, William Waithe, aged 22, was charged on suspicion of
stealing a piece of bacon in the house of James Baker, of the Portway Inn.
Richard Morgan, a timber feller, deposed that he was in the Inn with the
prisoner, there was no candle and the only light they had was from the fire.
He heard someone cutting bacon in the next room, and then they left.

Martha Davies, a servant, deposed she was cutting the bacon. She saw the two
men in the bar. She was called away, and on her return the men had gone, and
the piece of bacon she was cutting had disappeared. She searched outside in
the shrubbery and found it on the ground in the bushes, For lack of evidence
of theft the Jury acquitted the prisoner.

21st February 1852

Cne night recently a burglary was committed at a cottage in Staunton-on-Wye,
when a flitch and ham of bacon were stolen. The bacon was found in a vault
in the Churchyard, and footmarks were traced to it from a house occupied by a
father and son, who were taken into custody. A Miller proved the bag
containing the bacon belonged to one of the men in custody, as he had marked
it with raddle to know it, when on a previous occasion it had been sent to

his Mi1l. Weobley Magistrates deemed the evidence insufficient to convict
and discharged the prisoners. :

10th July 1852,
At WeobTey Petty Sessions, John Bott, Toll Collector at Handmore Cross,
in the parish of Staunton-on-Wye, was summoned by Richard Burton, farmer and

wheelwright, for illegally taking toll from him on two occasions when taking
his horse to graze in his meadow, he having to pass through the Toll Gate to
get there. He was fined 4/- and 16/- costs.

Herefordshire Quarter Sessions 1852 ;
artes an 1zabetih Lewis, both aged 71,.and Susanna-Parry, aged 28, were

charged with stealing six tame ducks, the property of Henry Davies, farmer, of
Staunton-on-Wye, P.C. Hodgkinson said he went to Lewis' house to search it.
There was a duck roasting before the fire, and another hung up in the room.

On going upstairs he saw prisoner Parry who had got something bulky under her
dress,  She was induced to let it fall, which proved to be a duck lately
killed and plucked. Solicitor acting for the prisoners addressed the Jury
saying there was no way of identifying the ducks as having been stolen, and on
these facts all three were acquitted.

i6th April 1853

ratse Alarm: Some excitement was created in the City of Hereford on the night
of Friday Tast, by an alarm of fire, Between 10 and 11 o'clock policemen on
their beals observed the sky greatly illuminated in the direction of Staunton-
on-Wye, with flames ascending to a great height. The fire engines were got
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in readiness, the horses harnessed, the firemen mustered, and every precaution
made to depart at a moment's notice, as soon as & messenger arrived to
announce its precise locality. After some anxious suspense, and no tidings
arriving, the alarm gradually subsided, and the Brigade returned to their _
homes. It is presumed that the flames arose from the reprehensible practise
of burning gorse or rubbish from an eminence in the night time!

10th September 1853

AL @n Inguest on Elizabeth Williams, widow, aged 70, a Tabouring woman of
{ittle London, it was stated she had been under treatment from Dr. P.B. Giles.
Her neighbours stated that hearing some groans they went about the premises
searching for her, and after some time discovered she was lying quite dead in
a ditch containing about two feet of water. She was quite dead when taken
out. Verdict: "Found Dead!!"™

17th December 1853

TTosure of & Hoad: Notice is given that application will be made at

Tuarter Sessions in Hereford, in April next, for an order for STOPPING UP

the following useless and unnecessary ROAD or HIGHWAY, within the parishes of
Staunton~-on-Kye and Momnington-on-Wye, i.e. a Road commencing near Monnington
Court Farmhouse, in the occupation of Richard Maurice James, and leading
thence towards Brobury Scar in Staunton-on-Wye. The portion of which road
or highway lies in Monnington-on-Wye being 766 yards, and the other portion
Tying in Staunton-on-Wye being in length 270 yards. A proviso, however, 1S
that the road or highway shall be left open to the Public as a Bridleway.

A Certificate of two Justices having viewed the said road, together with a
plan, will be lodged with the Clerk of the Peace on the -22nd February 1854,

Arthur James, Surveyor of the Highways, Monnington-orni-Wye
Andrew Maund, Surveyor of the Highways, Staunton-on-Wye.

14th October 1854

AT Weobley Petty Sessions, Mr. €. Dalton summoned Thomas Burion, Cider Shap
Keeper, of Staunton-on-Wye, for rescuing a horse which he had seized for rent,
The case was proved, and defendant was fined 5/~ and costs. Several
waggoners were fined 10s. and costs, for riding on waggons without reins.
23rd December 1854 '

K collection was made in the parish of Staunton-on-Wye for the Patriotic

Fund to benefit Widows and Orphans in the present War, to the amount of
£10.19.1d. [Crimea War 1854-56] :

30th December 1854 )

Seasonable Relief - Staunton-on-Wye: The Rev. Hemry Phillott, Rector of the
Parisn, distributed amongst nis poor parishioners on Christmas Eve, a guantity
of prime mutton, with which they were highly pleased,

31st March 18585

Burying in churches: A Rescript has been issued to the Rural Dears of
Herefordshire, requiring them to exhort the clergy te restrain as much as
possibie the pernicious practice of burying in churches, on account of the
serious injury done to the buildings. and the eyils which may result to the
health of their parishioners. They are to allow no new graves to be made
without a faculty obtained for the purpose, and not to permit old onass to be
re~opened unless under peculiar circumstances, remembering that "the House of
God is not for the dead, but for the living."

23rd August 1856 _
Tol] Case: AL Weobley Petty Sessions, Mr. Williams, of Cusop, was charged

with 111egally claiming exemption from toll at Handmore Cross Turnpike Gate.
Having travelled deviously from Brobury to the side-gate of the Toll-Gate,
he claimed exemption on the ground he was only going to cross the road.

‘The Collector obtained proof he had used the turnpike road for more ihan

100 yards, which rendered him liable to toll. Wiliiams admitted his error
and the case was settled by his paying the toll and 12s.6d. costs.
1856: In the whole country only 1,261 persons have an income over £5,000.



STAUNTON-ON-WYE
8 YEARS' RAINFALL (in inches)

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 Manthly Average

January 2.67 2.55 4.80 2.07 3.60 0.50 4.35 0.90 =.69"
Februyary 1.04 0,90 1.72 0.08 0,37 1.38 2.04 2.80 1.29"
March 3.42 2.60 2.08 0.93 1,58 2.55 1.33 1.75 2,03"
April 0.75 4.50 0.13 2.37 3.25 2.47 1.00 2.66 2.14"
May 0.75 4.10 2.60 2.60 1.45 0.67 1.92 0.64 1.84"
June 5.5 0.92 1.92 3.47 1.85 2.88 1.57 0.64 2:35"
July 1.06 0.8 0.40 1.65 1,20 1.34 3,56 4.28 1.79%
August 2,70 1.13 2.03 3.19 3.23 0.82 1.05 1.60 197"
September 3.40 3,12 3.14 0,52 0.54 1.70 1.37 1.48 1.91"
October 3,10 2.30 2.62 1.62 2.24 5.72 3.08 2.68 2,92"
November  3.30 1.04 6.06 2.14 3.06 2.65 0.88 1.96 2.64"
December 3.40 3.90 2,28 3.67 3,92 1.36 0.78 6.81 327"

31.17 25.32 29.78 24.31 26.29 24.06 22,95 27.17

Contributed by Richard Pantall

I hav'nt spoken to my mother-in-law He was a man who had such respect
for eighteen months - I don't like -- for the.truth that he only used
to interrupt her. it in emergencies.

CANDON MioTors
( Brian &ouins) '
NORTON CANON - HEREFORD HR4 7BH

Telephone : Weobley 0544 = 318317

CAR SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS * PETROL * DERV * TYRES * ACCESSORIES * OIL
UNLEADED PETROL NOW AVAILABLE - HAVE YOUR CAR CONVERTED

MOST MODELS ONLY £3.00 + VAT CONVERTED WHILE YOU WAIT

. SELF-DRIVE CAR HIRE AT VERY REASONABLE RATES *

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON ANY MAKE AND SIZE -’OF CAR AND LIGHT VAN TYRES
ALS0O BATTERIES AND EXHAUSTS UP TO 50% OFF AND FREE FITTING

PLEASE 'PHONE FOR A QUOTE: WE THINK YOU WILL BE SURPRISED

SERVICING, MOT PREPARATION AND ALL MECHANICAL AND WELDING REPAIRS

HOURS OF BUSINESS - MONDAY TO SATURDAY 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

|
(Closed Sundays and Bank Holidaysﬂ b



countryman

Now that the new year is with us, and your house plants are all back in their rightful
places (are'nt they?) we can consider our gradens and meke plans for the summer.

Fort}nselmkyamughtohaveagrw&rmseorcmsarvatorymmandtvbersareagoodtxry.-
Most of the growing has already been done for us and it is really just a metter of potting-
them up and keeping them watered. Like most greenhouse plants they will appreciate dilute
liquid fertiliser once they are estahlished, but remember the word DILUTE. Plants just can't
soak. up strong liquid feed — you wouldn't offer a friend a glass of undiluted Ribena would
you? The large tuberous—rooted begorias and gloxinias are very easy to grow: they can be
staxtedofftfﬁsmhinpotsorevmmtraysofpeatifspaceisatapmuim. Like most
plants, once they have started to grow it is important that they don't dry out. Achimenes
are easy too but you must plant five or seven to a pot otherwise they look rather thin.
Among the greenhouse plants generally grown from seed Aralias or Futsias as they used to be
called, Asparagus ferns, Grevilleas and Coleus are easy folisge plants; don't leave it too
late before sowing though, as they tend to be slow starters. Browallias, dwarf pomegranates
and the campanula called Blue Basket are all reliable flowering plants.

Of the miltitudes of half hardy amuals, I would especially recamend the Castor Oil plant
Ricinus, the very fragrant purple heliotrope, lovely Lavatera in pink or white, the beaut—
iful pansies Joker and Eclipse, and the handsome golden Rudbeckia Goldilocks. However, for
that forgotten corner, I wouldn't go any further than scattering some MNasturtium seed. A
plant came up in my garden last year (and nobody sowed the seed) wivich covered four square
yeards. I admired it daily; it bloomed and bloomed until o day I pulled it out because it
was smothering everything else, Ungrateful of me wasa't 7 i

In the vegetable garden we are again spoiled for choice, although I must say that I favour
the older varieties of most plants. Parsley, Auberpines, Capsicums and Parsnips are. best
sown early; February is not too early in this part of the world, as they are all slow start—
ers. I]:iketosmﬂ:evdmlepaketofkrsleysaedwit’seasymm@tomemyanym“
wanted plants and it is such a useful herb. A few of the slightly more uusual vegetables
such as golden bestroot, Chinese cabbage, golden zuchini courgettes, and the wonderful yell—
ow dwarf French besn called Mont d'Or are well worth trying toc. If you haven't grown it
before put in some “tomato sweet 1007 — the smll tomstoes ripen by the dozen and they
really are delicious,

I made a note beforeﬂiﬁsbmstoimludeafewﬁmdsafmt lilies and herbaceous plants
ﬂﬁsmﬁh.ﬂnrmtfmm'sreaﬂ:rareﬂmbest time for ordering these plants fram the
specialist grovers.

ped flowers of African Queen, Black Magic, Green Magic or Pink Perfection will really bowl
you over, These last four all come as 'strains'; the blooms may vary slightly in seridng but
they are all hasically the sam colour. They appreciate well prepared soil and prefer a lit-
tle shade; this latter preserves the flowers for longer. The best way to plant lily bulbs is
to dig a hole and put two handfuls of grit or sand in the bottom. Push the bulb slightly
into the sand then cover it entirely with more grit before veplacing the soil and marking
the site with a short cane ore golden red stem, This operation is a lot quicker than it sou
nds and will keep slugs at bey, below ground anyway. Don't forget the slug pellets for surf-
ace marauders though. Remember that lilies are peremnizls and a little care spent now will
be amply repaid over the years.

Finally, a brief mention of the herhaceous pereimial which has undergone a great revival in
the past few years. The range is vast ard providing you buy frum a reputable grower the qua—
lity is excelient. Get hold of a good catalogue and order your plants guickly — the best

“] varieties often sell out! But you won't be caught rapping, will you?
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Those of you who heard the recent news item about

the Prince of Wales' remarks

on the dacline of modern english usage, may be intergg;gd in the gomparison
he made between a rather well known speech and how it might be writtep to-day.

HOW THE PRINCE OF DENMARK PUT IT

To be, or not to be: that is the guestion
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of. outrageous fortune
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles
And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep
No more: and, by a sleep to say we end

The heart: a2 and the thousand natural shocks
That f1-:* - heir to, 'tis a3 consummation
Devouty “+ wish'd. To die, to sleep
To slec: nce to dream: aye, there'q the rub
For in .. - of death what dreams may come
When wo 'ffled off this mortal coil
Must giv. ouse
Hemlet, Act III, Scene I |

N THE PRINCE OF WALES PUT IT
Well, fra .ly, the problem as I see it
At this =0t in time is whether I
Should . ¥

-+ iie down under all this hassle
And let tiem walk all over me

Or, whethier I should just say: "OK

I get the wessage", and do myself in

I mean, let's face it, I'm in a no-win
Situation, and quite honestly

I'm so stuffed up to here with the whole _
Stuptd mess that, I can tell you, I've just

Got a good mind to take the quick way out
That's the bottom line. The only problem is
What happens if I find that when I've bumped
Myself off, there's some kind of a, you know
All that mystical stuff about when you die

You might find you're still - know what I mean ?

Prince Charles ye$terday

:ﬂ

video
rental

NOW AVAILABLE FROM

POST OFFICE & STORES
- STAUNTON-ON-WYE

7 DAYS PER WEEK

(Courtesy of Clapperboard
Video)

Tel: Moccas 311

Robert
loxséton

* Extensions

* Repairs

* Roofing

* General building
* Alterations

*

Chimney repairs

Post Office, Norton Canon
Phone: (0544) 318825

To accept this world as a destination rather than a staging post and the

experience of living in it as expressing life's

full signifigance would

seem to me to reduce life to something too banal and trivial to be taken

seriously or held in esteem.

("Chronicles of a wasted life" by Malcolm Muggeridge).

| er' wm'e

‘growing with enthusiasm’

Christopher Greenway
1 Court Farm Cottage
Mansell Gamage

Tel: Bridge Sollars (098122) 366

HAVE YOUR GARDEN TIDIED - OR PLANTED UP! |

ae

The concert held & the Good
Templars Hall was a great success
...Special thanks are due to the
Vicar's daughter who laboured the
whole evening at the piano, which
as usual fell upon her.

South African paper

It appears to us that Mr Dewey
would have been weilding a double-
edged sword in the shape of a
boomerang that would have come
home to plague him and beat him
by a large majority.

New Hampshire paper

%



STAUNTON L Lt i

At a special meeting held in December
the Parish Council met to consider the
fiancial position and to decide what
amount to levy on the Leominster Dis-
trict Council for the 1990/91 finan—
cial year,

Having been informed that there are
363 community charge payers in the
combined parish it was agreed to ask the
District Council to levy £3 for each
charge payer - a total of £1089 for the
year. £726 of this is to be spent on
issuing bus tokens to pensicners,main-—
taining the recreation ground and eg-
uipment, and general running costs;

the remaining £363 to be paid te the
Clerk, as recommended by the National
Association of Local Councils.

Mr Bromilow of Little Hurstley
spent Christmas in hospital and
we send our best wishes to him
and wish him a speedy recovery.

e
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KINNERSLEY & DISTRICT PARTISH COUNCIL
' HOUSING SURVEY

Survey forms are being delivered in early
February by the Parish Councillors from
Kinnersley, Letton, Norton Canon and
Sarnesfield. They will be calling to
collect completed forms. If you have any
difficulty 1in completing the formws you can
ask your Parish Councillor for help or
telephone the Parish Clerk on Eardisley
484. This is an impertant survey and
whilst you may neot have 3 need of housing,
your assistance in completing the form will
be of great value.

Margaret Chant of Staunton is now home
from hospital and feeling much improved

Mrs E F Jemkins
it was a beautiful sunny and warm

they were all that she was a happy
and Great Grandmother and friend.
respect was shown by the number of
who attended the service.

Phil McCann

after a long iiness. He was 78.

youngest of 4 children.
this and led a very active life.
Credenhill until he retired.

Being a batchelor he looked after

afternoon as we gathered at St.Mary's
Church to =ay our good-byes to Nana,

ag we stood outside the church we all
remempered her in different ways, but

lovable person a kind Mother, Grandmother

: DONALD PROSSER _
We shall all greatly miss Donald Prosser wheo died just before Christmas )

He had lived at Norton Canon for about 47 years.
As a young man he had suffered badly with polio but he bravely overcame

Mrs Drew of Ietton Court until her death

o

She wishes to thank all those who vis-
ited her in hospital and who sent cards
and gifts - it was very much apprec-
iated

'S

The
people  Our condolences to the family of
‘ Mrs Law of Highfield, who died

on Decenber 14th.

Born at:Kinley Letton, he was the

TR

He worked for many years in service for
and then went to the RAF camp at

- 2oy

himself very well and was very independent

Saturdays were his busy days, always a roast lunch and various fruit pies
or pastries. He always had a good cook-up and anycne calling was alwayg
invited in to join in the spoils. He also liked a social evening out with
anyone who could take him.

As one of the few remaining established residents of the lower part of
Norton Canon the village has now very nearly changed completely with two-
thirds of new residents in the last five years. Whoever buys Donald's
house will always have to live with the name "Donald's Place”.

Amne Cole




WHAT’S ON....

An appreciative crowd of 40/50 atten-
ded Sue Hubbard's discourse on local
history on 12th January at Chase House,
Monnington.

She outlined the many and varied document

sources held at the County Archive - where

she works - and, through each one, gave
us a fasciril .ng glimpse into the lives
and conc:nicoo of local people from
medieval .orian times. Those
present w-r= % .= to handle some early
maps and . ~ts, the earliest dating
from 1120.

Following Sue's talk we heard a recor-
ding made by a neice of Francis Kilvert,
recollecting her childhood at Monnington
Rectory in the 1890's. The evening

was concluied by a splendid buffet,
provided v the ladies of Monnington,
and a raif .=.

Grateful thanks are due to Sue Hubbard
for an evening of rare entertainment and
to Lt.Col. and Mrs Phillips for kindly
acting as hosts for the occasion. Just

f
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under £250 was forwarded to The Samaritans

as a result.

We are happy to print details of
when and where all local clubs
and organisations meet.

Please send details to Gareth Evans,
Lanzerac, Norton Canon and we shall
be delighted to publish.

Begwuse we didn't produce an issue in
January we were unable to print details
of the Weobley Further Education classes
which started in Januvary - if you want
details of vacancies in courses already
started ring Mrs A Baker on 0544 318773

SRR _arn. . ’ L S R s R L e

STAUNTON PARISH COURCIL ‘

i1 BUS TOKENS

will be issued in February -

pensioners who have not had

them before please contact

the Clerk (John Phillips on
Moccas 470) right away.

FOOTPATHS
Display of maps and schedules
— make your comments on the
footpath network - Wednesday
February 7th — 4pm to 8pm
Staunton Village Hall

PARTSH COUNCIL MEETING
to discuss footpaths and other
matters
Wednesday l4th February — 7.30
Village Hall - open to all,

L

CHURCH SERVICES DURING FESRUARY

‘Kinnersigz-

4th ld am Holy Commuriion

11th 10 am Mattins |

18th 10 am Holy Comm.nion

25th 10 am Christingle Family Service
28th 10 am Holy Communion (Ash Wednesday)

4th 10 am Holy Communion - preacher the

Archdeacon of Hereford
*-E[,

WHIST DRIVES
BYFORD VILLAGE HALL

Friday 2nd March and
Friday 30th March

at 7.30pm
Admission 75pence.

Proceeds in ald of Byford
& District W.I.

“Enyone interested in viewing the
Secretary of State for the Envir-

A lie can go half way round the world

before the truth has time to get its

boots on.

onment's modifications to the
Hereford and Worcester County
Structure PLan can do so at T.dion
House, Broad Street, Leominster
or at Kington Library.

The honeymoon is over when he phones to say he will be late for supper
and she has already left a note to say that it is in the refrigerator.

An intelligence test sometimes shows a man how smart he would have been

not to have taken it.

Fortunately the wheel was invented before the car, otherwise the scraping

noise would be terrible.

(o
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EASTERN PROMISE ?

We were sitting confortably with our West German hosts on the evening of
Christmas Day when they had a vist from a young friend of the family. He
told us he had spent the day with his father across the border, into the
East, to see the town his father grew up in. It was the first day the
border had been open for unrestricted travel by West Germans virtually |
since the end of the war, and his father had seen his old school and some
scheoolfriends for the first time in over 40 years, His excitement was
infectious and it was not long before our hosts decided that they too
would take a trip across the border; the following day - "would we like to
come too?". "Of course, but we have no visas and may be stopped.” "We'll
oy P :

So, on Boxing Day we left early in two cars to cover the 30 or so miles to
the nearest crossing point where the border had been opened. After making
sure our petrol tanks were full we encountered increasingly heavy traffic
on roads hardly used for years, A short delay in a traffic queue and the
frontier came into view. Our friends in the front car stopped, waved
their passports at the guard and were quickly waved through. Qur turn -
the guard saw our unfamiliar number plate and stared bleakly at our
strange blue passports. He pointed to the side ~ where he obviously
intended to give us closer inspection. I peinted frantiecally to our
friends' car ~ by now across the border and several hundred yards ahead of
us — and shouted that we were with them. A brief glance at the line of
cars. building up behind us and he shrugged resignedly and waved us through.
We were there, in the land of the ‘evil empire’, and not quite legally
either!

Catching up, we sped through miles of nearly empty countryside (it was the
former regime's policy to de~populate the area 10 miles to the east of the
border to discourage potential escapees). Coming towards us in a never
ending stream were hundreds of Wartburgs (evil smelling, 1940's styled,

Fully Licensed Freehouse Cottage Accommedation

The Kinmersley Arms

Country Inn and Restaurant

| YA Kinnersley, Herefordshire HR3 6QA. Tel: Eardisiey (05446) 240

\’\)T\Q.dq"b & U,\,&é“ﬁ

. L] % !l
4 e BAR SNACKS = Seff O
‘\g‘?‘q,&f‘% Every L.uncht ime & Evening @$£2i{;§" g Cy 7
% =] ; v 0 f & i
e RESTAURANT 305, 04,
a0 Evenings only-Closed Monday/ Tuesday 1/, Sy

MEETINGS - PARTIES - PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

QUR DINING ROQM & BARN RESTAURANT ARE BOTH AVAILABLE FOR MEETINGS, PARTIES
AND PRIVATE FUNCTIONS. NO HIRE CHARGES ARE MADE FOR THE USE OF EITHER.

FOR FUNCTIONS - THE DINING ROOM WILL SFAT 26, THE BARN, UP TO 36. FOR
BUFFETS UP TO 60 CAN BE ACCOMODATED. SEATED MEETINGS, UP TO 40 PERSONS,

A SELECTION OF SET MENUS IS AVATLABLE FROM £5/head upwards, BUFFET Menus
from £1.75/head.

JAY OR GARY, THE PROPRIETORS, WILL BE HAPPY TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS.

CATERING FOR THE comMmMumNiTY




garish 2-stroke monuments to burcac.av.o bad caste) CiBlinee -w.. ot
ers heading for the border to visit the west — without exception each one
flashed his headlights and waved at each West German car (or, in our case,
a German car with funny number plates). We responded, and soon our arms
ached with waving, flashing our headlights and hooting our horm, caught up
in the fervour, of what? - the simple joy of being able to travel from A
to B without physical or ideological barriers. At every small town or
village we passed there were banners of welcome, flags {(with the hammer
and sickle emblem ripped out) displayed, and stalls offering free coffee
and cakes for anyone who wished to stop. By the roadside groups of
children waved and offered apples (how I wish we had taken our bag of

tangerines to give in return), but such was the volumme of traffic behind
us we dare nct stop.

When we did, -t the first large town, we were struck by two things - first
the huge ciowd cf people emerging from church, where a service had just
finished =.d, croondly, itehing eyes and throats. Looking around remind—
ed us of any industrial town in the 1940's — coal smoke everywhere, and
poor quality co=2l at that, When the traffic thinned out away from the
border we s:.pped for a 'pub' meal (2 beers, 3 coffees, 2 teas and 6 large
and tasty petk 'burgers' on bread - cost £3) and spoke to some of the
older locals, who explained that the younger ones were not used to talking
with strangers. Finally we managed to stop at one of the many 'free coffee
and cake' stalls and had a chat (in broken English.) with one of the many
local people celebrating another hole in the barrier between east and west.

As Enid Eivton used to say 'we arrived home tired but happy' - even
though we iwvid sore throats and aching arms long after we got back to the
west — the whole experience was so emotional and euphoric it is something
we shall never forget. Even though the fervour will surely die dowii and
their future will not be easy, our day was certainly far removed from a
quiet Engiish Christmas — but in many ways closer, we think, to what
Christmas ought to be about.

JOHN PHILLIPS

HELPFUL HINTS FOR HANDY HOMEQOWNERS

Painting

: Are your brushes in good condition - or are they all solid in
the stock with a short length of soft bristle at the end? Perhaps they are
languishing in a dried-out jam jar on a shelf in the garage with the bristles
‘firmly cemented to the bottom? I find the best technique is to rinse them in
turps substitute or white spirit immediately after use and then work them round
in the corner of the sink with a little washig-up liquid and warm water. When
the water comes up all frothy, shake the brush and leave it to dry. With this
technique, your brushes should virtually last a lifetime.

That half-used tin of paint will almost certainly have a thick
dried-out skin on top when you come-to use it again some months later. Carefully

cut round the edge of the skin, 1ift it out and ‘stir well. Then strain the -

paint through a section of discarded tights into a separate container. This
technique will give you a good finish on your work without all those little bits
which look so unsightly. And, before refitting the lid, clean all the surplus
paint off the top and underneath the 1lip; this will prevent bits of dried paint
falling in.when you next open the tin.

Do you have trouble getting paint to stick to galvanised
metal? I have tried all the recommended primers but none seem to give a good
enough key. Ordinary aluminium paint applied straight on to the metal works
better than anything else, in my experience. Also, it is cheap and easy to
apply.

Harry.
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I'M FINE ‘tHANR v
There is nothing the matter with me
I'm as healthy as I can be
I have arthritis in both my knees
And when I talk, I talk with a wheeze
My pulse is weak, ny blood is thin
But Ip, awfully weil for the shape I'm in.

Arch supports I have for my fest

Cr I wouldn't be able to be on the street
Sleep is denied me night after night

But every morning I find I'm all right

My memcry is failing, my head's in a spin
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.

Bow do I imow that my youth is ali spent 7

Well, my "Get up and go" has got up and went

But I reaily don't mind when I think with a grin
Of all the grand places my "Get up” has bin.

01d age is golden I've heard it said

But, sometimes I wonder as I get into bed

With my ears in the drawer, my teeth in a cup

My eyes on the table until I wake up

Ere sleep overtakes me, I say to myself

Is there anything else I could lay on the sheif ?

I get up each morning and dust off my wits

And pick up the paper and read the “Obits"

If my name is still missing I know I'm not dead
So T have a good breskfast and go back to bed

Anon /.Eﬁ
At the Lincoln County picnic at r
Endmm,ﬁmﬁmo,tMEwﬂﬁngphx IE
throwing contest was wan by Mrs {“
Upsall who threw the rolling pin

Pip & Harold Aldhous are grateful
for twenty good years spent in
Staunton-on-Wye, ,

(And we are glad that Pip &
Herold have been such good supp~
orters of 'Signal' for the last

8 vears - our best wishes to

them both. Ed.). .. . °

‘-w“'"-"‘—-‘_\

Barrie was till in the water and
swimming strongly when Annal aban-
doned his attempt. He had still
about four miles to swim as the
crow flies.

Scots paper

Bachelor (40), non-driver, would
accompany same on car tour of
Ireland.

Belfast Newsletter

The font so gemerously presented
by Mrs Smith will be set in
position at the East end of the
Church. Babies may now be baptized
at both ends.

© Surrey paper

- Soores ond Accossories
for Cars of Al Ages

5
|

67 feet, Mr Upsall won the 100
yvards dash for married men.
Canadian paper

HANRY PENKY
Do you recsil the good old days
Before the paper hanky craze 7
A man's breast pocket carried then
A hendkerchief more £it for men -
Perchance of linen, ironed sgtiff
Unyielding to a snort cr sniff
And standing up to nasal storms
Surviving colds in all their forms

OPEN - MON, - 54T, %.30 %o 6.00 p.an, SUNDAY 15,00 a.m. fo 2 p.oi.
+ Motor Olis

# Service Kits

+ Wheel Bearings

+ Filters - Off & Alv

* Spark Plugs

+ Comprehensive range of Brake

- Parts, Pads, Shoes and Pipes

# Track Rod Ends

¥ Fan Belfs

Compare the life of papesr hanks
That can't withstand a nose's pranks
And can't support the gentle breeze
Engendered by a2 modest snecze

And scon becomss a scggy hole

A nasty handfull, ‘pon my soul

To be disposed of as one may

But preferably flushed away

I've spilled some cococa as I drank
Please pags me, dgar, 2 paper hank

Maggie Mot

+ Wiper Blades

+ Body Panels

+ Refiniching Materials and Polish

# Accessories

¥* Styling Kifs AND MUCKH MORE!!!

COMPARE OUR PRICES

THE WHARF, EARDISLEY.
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WROBLEY & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
The Restoration and the Marches by Dr.R Fenn and Mr J B Sinclair.

A large turnout of members on 22nd November was rewarded by an entertaining
and learned talk on people and attitudes current in the Marches before and
after the restoration of Charles II to the throne in 1660. Dr.Fenn's talk
was illustrated by an extensive range of slides operated by Mr.Sinclair, which
linked modern views of buildings and places and portraits with the 17th cent-
ury narrative. BAn extreme result of this practice was to illustrate the.
second profession of the principal subject of the talk, Roland Watkins, as a
physician to a slide of Drs.Davies' and Beach's brass plate.

The central characters through whom the Restoration was viewed were the local |
poets Roland Watkins and Henry Vaughan, one an undistinguished but effusive
versifier, born at Longtown, the other a poet well represented in anthologies Z
who practiced medicine in Newtown by Usk. They were strongly royalist, and

so the pariod was described mainly through the experiences of their patrons,
friends and kinsmen who suffered sequestration of their estates or were evicted
from their livings by the parliament men.

There were particularly attractive slides of the interior of churches whose
17th century fittings still survived substantially unchanged such as Clodock
with its three-sided communion rail, three-decker pulpit and box pews, and of
churches in which the chancel screen had survived from pre-reformation time
such as Patiiclo, showing that in this period, when so much was destroyed or
defaced on grounds of idolatry or superstition, the Marches were something of
a backwater. o

Dr.Fenn endad with a reminder that with the Restoration came the definition
of Nonconforwity, by a contrast with the Act of Uniformity, which by stren-
gthening the Established Church of England, forcing independents, presbyter-
ians, baptists and quekers to develop. their own societies. By your buildings
you shall be known, and the simple domestic buildings which were the early
meeting houses, of which a delightful example stands at Almeley, make a
significant contrast of the affluent Gothic style adopted by so many Non-
conformists in the 19th century.

The Society's meetings for the next few months are:-

To my dentures I'm accustomed{ 28 February - Victorian Tiles by Mr M J Smith

To my deafness I'm resigned 28 March - 17th Century Iron Making in Herefordshire
-I can manage my bi-focals “by Mr J van lLa

But how I miss my mind. 25 April - AGM

and are held at the Willow Gallery, Weobley at 7.30pm

I have just got the bill for my surgery so now I know what all those
doctors were wearing masks for. '

T4y V9

Middle age is when you can do just as much-as ever, -but would rather not.

A small girl was brought in to méet her parent's dinner guests. Among them
was a Bishop. She looked at him admiringly and said "I do like your frock.
Have you got knickers to match 7".

Action on Dogs

The District Council has resolved in principle the provision of additional
services in 1990/1991 to cover the kennelling of strays for holding purposes
with the costs being recoverable from the owners reclaiming the animals. In
addition, the Council has considered provision for the disposal of unwanted
animals and the introduction of a check on the requirement that all dogs in
public places should have a collar with an identity tag bearing the name and
the owner's address.



