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Leoninster District Councills
Planning Committee discussed
the felling application on
2hth Juns, 1985.

The applicaticns to f£ell the
field ocaks were refused on
the grounds that felling
would reduce unacceptably the
quality of the local environ-
ment, but it was indicated
that an application to fell
one tree in poor cendition
with suitable proposals for
replacenent would be favour-

UPPER NORTON CAKS AND WOODLAND.

ably received.

The proposal to fell part of
the woodland was refused on
the grounds that the area of
woodland was recently re-
planted and is beginning
again to meke a contribution
to ths local environment.
The proposal to clear-fell
the greater part of the wood-
Jard for agricultural gein,
represents permanent dimin-
uation of the contribution
the wonod now makes to the
local landscape.
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Conservationists — Prove Yourselves!

H AVING been borm and bred in the couﬂtry over 50 years ago I kav

seenn many changes.

Farms have seldom changed hands except on

the retirement of death of an owner while some cottages and othe

dwellings have seen many changes,
A new breed of owner or observer
object to the way the land is utilised.

both in structure and occupant
is now arriving who seems to
They are cailed 'The

Friends of the Ferth' or 'Conservationists.’

In the Bastern part of England the farms
vast removal of hedges and trees and I expect farmers there are

have been ruined by the
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leaming to their cost the damage done by soil erusion, Hereford-
shire i1s a beautiful county rich in conserved wildlife; renowned
for its cattle, cider and cak trees. It is therefore a pity that
a small minority of farmers have started to copy their Eastern
counterparts. ;

The ‘country cousin' who wrote last month suggested a need to take
over the verges and hedgerows thus allowing the remaining saplings
to grow. 1 myself cannot imagine hoardes of cottagers out cutting
the roadsides. They are usually only too eagerly awaiting the
tractor and trimmer to tidy up. ZILoosely trimmed hedgerows are
'out! because hedge trimming is not generally carried out till
August or September when all birds have nesterl. A neat trim keeps
the sides tidy.

Not many birds nest’ in hedgerows because they prefer old buidings
or even ground lev:?. Now saplings as we all know can scon turn
into 60 foot trees and if one day thie tree falls on to the road .
causing personal injury or damage to property who will be to blame?
Farm owners take responsibility for their hedgerow trees and fell
any that look unsafe while quickly removing those torn out by :
strong gales, But if these 'saplings' grow well and branches fall
into the farmers crops who will compensate him for the damage?

Most cosntry folk keep a tidy garden and some have really excellent.
vegetable plots using farmyard manure., I wonder how the new breed
of country dweller lives who thinks he is doing a far better Jjob
then us?. I made a few enquiries to find out how this shining
example of how we all ought to live sctually lives himself. I did
not find neatly laid cut lawns or large self-sufficient vegetable
plots. Instead I found a mass of nettles, docks and thistles -

to say nothing of the thousands of harmful aphids who love this
type of wilderness. : -

Now before you tell us what to do and what not to do you simply
must show us that your way of life is .better. We certainly do
not want to conserve rubbish because we know that nsttles and
thistles will easily kill off the small flowering grasses and
plants. It is not the farmers who are the threat to our country-
side because most of them are true conservationists. It is the
VEGETARTAN who brings most threat with his 'Meat is Murder' alogans.
Just-imagine what the countryside would look like with no cows or
sheep! There would be nothing to eat the grass so most of it
would have to be ploughed to increase cereals, vegetables and
fruit, All our wild grasses and rare plants would go unier the
plough because if no animls ate it, farmers would not cut it to
make hay and all would just turn into a wilderness. The natural
balance would go forever.

We must be careful how we live not to speil our enviromment and,
in particular, restrict the use of sprays to the basic necessity.
So, to tThe new conservationist, I must still request "Show us that
your way of life is better than ours and then we may follow.'®

A Coumntry Dweller
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The observances of the church = Fich keep the feasts and the
concerning feasts and fasts are  Poor the fasts.
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by
GARETH EVANS

WE had been asked te attend a wedding on the Isle of Arran so
what was more matural than that we should decide to go there va
South Wales! There was, however, a method in our madness and
the reasoning went something like this. As a Welshmen (with baiic
roots in two places - Cardiff and New Quay, Dyfed) I had always =
in the past found it expedient to travel directly to either
destination and to put off with regret the idea of seeing the
cther beauties of one's mative land until 'some cther tTime.!

Well, now that 'other time' had definitely arrived.

We started with friends in the Gower ~ and what a happy place
that is - before travelling via Kidwelly Castle and Dylan Thomsg'g
Laugharne to a 'B and B' at a farm near Solva on the Pembroke-
shire coast., Sheila had always had an abiding passion to see
Solva ~ which fully lived up Tto its reputation - after seeing it
di splayed in the current 'Times? calendar,

We were impressed with St. David's Cathedral - especially its
beautiful interior rcof - and ‘then on we went via Fishguard to
New Quay, my home for so many happy years in the '20s and '30s.
But it had changed sco much - and why does change so imvariably
ring sadness? I remember once saying to a Cornish friend how
much I admired Looe only to receive the inevitable response ‘tyou
should have seen it when I was a boy. Itfs ruined now.,'! Just
my own thoughts about New Quay. :

I had always kXnown about the beauty of North Weles and, in the
peerless weather of early May, it was at its absolute best, 4n
American to whom we gave a 1lift to Bala ~ he proncunced it
'Bay-la! - waxed just as lyrical. We would however exclude
Blaenau Ffestiniog from this sulogy!

ind yvet of all our experiences in our northward journey through
Wales it was not the scenery, noer the Italianate curicsities of
Port Meirion that caught ocur imaginations mest it - horrors of
horrors - a grave., Yes, it was the memorial to David Lloyd George
near his native village of Llanystumdwy near Criccieth that left
this vivid impression, Two aspects will always stay in the

memory - the gaunt simplicity of the grave itself and perheps,
above all, the quiet beauty of its location in a wayside copse
with the stream he knew so well running by.

Our Welsh journey was over and the following days found us running
through the glorious English Fells and Lekes on our way to

Scotland's west coast and Arran's fascinating isle., But that's
another story. . :
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NORTON CANON LADIES’ SOCIAL CLUB

KINNERSLEY Arms was the meeting place for the July supPe. auuq
last month. What a good choice it proved to be! About twenmﬁnﬁf
us were clustered round the lounge bar by eight cfclock and witi,

half an hour, fortified by our drinks, we had each chosen differeny
but delectable meals.

It didn't matter that it took some time to produce a dish for every-
one. Those who were served last {(we had chosen grilled trout) were
rappy to chat and drink and work up an appetite while the lucky ones

began on quiche or.steak, chicken or lasagne - whatever took their
fancy .

Ey'ten thirty the 1aét mouthful of.BlaCK forest gateau . had been

consumed, the last coffee and drinks had disappeared and we began
to think of going home.

The decibel rate dropped for a while as we all signed a card wishing
Mrg. Brookes every happiness in her new home in Eardisley. We

missed her at the Kimnersley Arms but hope that when she is settled
she will come to the meetings again.

A most successful evening and our thanks to Nora Medcraft who
arranged it. :

On 5th August (FIRST MONDAY this month) there will be a barbeque
in Rarbara Ridge's garden, starting at about 7.30 p.m. Cost £1

pach and bring your own garden chair if possihle, If it rains the
barbeque will be cancelled. :

‘April 1st is the day upon which
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STONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS i‘

At the Signal's AGM held &t
Yopton Canon Village Hall on
the 18th April, 1985 the
following were confirmed as
full committee members:
Norton Canen - K. Childs
A, Do oo, : G, Bvans
NN T el Rt
At % .4_ .“,21'5" #ﬁfg?h}f R, Kilvert
RISy 'xh&! L M, Loxston
) s :- ', '.-"5.‘5 o
:”uf,f,_'c‘,':;_-'ﬁf— Kinnersley - R.W. Brock
ACCEPTED BY - - C. Childs
SUE STOKES Abaron CaNon 318103 S. Higginson
0. E PDS MANSEL LACY o8& :
e Steuntos | - L Gmme
ASSOCINTION OF FRIENTS OF NOZTON CANO T
L. Stokes




STAUNTON PL AYGROUP

We would like to take this o PR~
ortunity to thank everyone who
helped make cur Wine and Cheese
Party such a success. Cur

thanks also to Mr. and Mrs, Cowap
who not only allowed us into
their beautiful home, but also
put a lot of effort into ensuring
the evening ran so smoothly. The

total reised from the evening was
£350,

This, added to the -grants received

from the Community Development
Scheme (£500,
Council {£50,) Jarvis Trust
Longueville Trust (£25,) and the
Parish Council (£25) mekes a total
of nearly £1000, ‘

We are most grateful to Mr. Dernis
Price of Staunton who put in a
lot of time and effort to com-
pletely redecerate the room (which
no longer resembles a kitchen!)

The Autumn term bhegins on Wednes-—
day 4th September. Sessions will
be on Monday, Wednesday and Frni-
day mornings from S.15 to 12.15.
If your child is between 35 op

even rising 3 do please bring him/

ter along to see some of the
things we do. R contact Jame
Bryan (Supervisor) Moccas 498/

Joy Trumper (Assistant Supervisor)

Moccas 511.

. Welcome to Mr, and Mrs, F.
Bennett and their daughter
who have recently taken over
the New Imn in Staunton-on-
Wye,

Welcome to Mr. and HMrs,
Jennings and family now at
Upper Norton Famhouse.

Experienced general farm
worker available, Casual
or full-time. ;

Phone Bridge Sollers 317
evenings or weekends.

CA g

BIRTHDAYS

& VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY T0:

Norton Canon

Leominster District

(£25, )

Alexandra Wrixon st Aug
Elizabeth Drew 6th o

Pzul Ridge 25t

Rebecca Lelghton 165th

Moorhamoton

Ben jamin Jay 22nd  Aug
Kevin Evans 2By et

Sarnesfield

Armne Williams 6th Aug
Laura Synock 2 th ~h

Kinnersley

Sarah Probert : Ard ﬁ.u'g
Herriet Jones (5ot L

Momnington-~on-ie

James Trumper 12th Auvg
Staunton-on-Wye

fiebecca Kendall 22nd Aug
CANDN MR

{Boian &oﬁﬂins}

NORTON CANON —  HEREFORD HS4 7BH
Telephone : Weobley (05445) 318317

B

Servicing a2nd repairs carried
vut on all tvnes of car and
dight commeraia. vehiclies
Loth petrol and diesel englned

® M.0,T, prepara%ion and estlmates
carried out,

¢ Gas and MIG wélding facilities -
Fabricatlion work - Competition
Preparation service.

' @ Prampt and efficient sepvice
at all times ~ Competiiive rates,

Monaz; to
G 8 Da!lh

Hours of Yusiness:
Saturday & a.m,

Sun{la}’ 9 Ayllly = 5 pgmn




READER'S LETTERS

In his article 'Men of Hereford-
shire' in the July 'Sigaal!

M.B., Collingwcoed refers to the
composer E.J. Moerzin as having
lived somewhere in Herefordshire.

Readerz may bLe interested o

know thatl he was the brother of
the Rev. (later Prebecnlary )
Graham Moeramn who was sSuccss3s8=-
ively at Leominster, Ledbury

and Brampton Bryen. Their
rrents retired from Neorfolk to
Gravel Hill House, Kington
(behind the Essoc Gerage in Vic~
toria Road) and the composer

was a frequent visiter there,
particularly when he needed the
solitude and stimulus of this
part of the world., He wags an
inveterate walker and would dis-
appear into the Radnorshire hills
with little mere than a notebook
to jot down his musical thoughts,
often living rough. '

Rather late in life he married
the cellist Piers Ccebtmore in
Kington church in July 1945,
requesting am entirely music-
less service, saying that !'if
the music wag good he would find
it a digtraction, and if bad he
would feel obliged to go across
and thump the oganisti' He
died in Kenmare, Ilreland, in
1950, having fallen imto the

ROBERT LOXSTON

& Extensions

s Repairs

» Roocfing

s General Building
» Alterations

» Chimney Repairs

Post Office, Norton Cancn
Phone : (0544) 318822

family.

| M.B. Collingwood replies:

river estuary there after suffer-
ing & heart attack,

- Among the many works written in

the tiny music studio at the rear
of his parents! house was what
meny people consider his finest
composition, the Sinfonietta,

many parts of which mirror the
breezy uplands that saw its

birth,

For a number of yvears I have
been tracking down and record-
ing people who knew the

This *Kington conn-
ection' will eventually be.
incorporated in a larger vol-
ume which a West Country
biographer, Barry Marsh, is

in the process of writing. He
has already chronicled Moeran's
upbringing in East Anglia and
this led to a Radio Nerfolk
broadcast entitled 'My friends
call me Jack,' We would be
very pleased to hear from any
of your readers with personal
recollections of the Moersn
family.

Finaliy, moving tec another
artictis persomality, can any-
one solve a quesgtion which has
perplexed me for many vears,

i.e. why is the famous organ
case designer G.F. Bodley buried
at Kinnersley? The case in
Kinnersley church, designed by
Bodley, is a poocr example of his -
work, and carries a lot of
gothic script like most of his
other cases (and indeed his :
tomb!) A letter posing the seame
question was piublished in 'The
Organ' earlier this year, but I
have so far received no corres-
pondence.

My anticipatory thanks,

Stephen Gilling,
YTai -Tut !
Coronation Rpad,
Kington. ‘

. Grateful thamks to Mr, Gilling
for so comprehensively detail-

g



ing E.J. Moeran's connection
with Herefordshire. It is most
interesting to learn that the
Sinfonietta, despite its strong
Irish flavour (Moersn was of

part Irish descent, ] was actually
widtten in Kington and was in-
spired by the Radnorshire hills.

Ag regards G.F, Bodley, the reason
why he is buried at Kinnersley
is because his wife, a Miss Rea-
veley, was the daughter of the
then owner of Kinnersley Castle.
He was also a friend of the
rector, the Rev., Firederick
Ardrews,and is buried next to
him to the west of the church.
His tomb is an ormate horizontal
slab with its inscription almost
oblikrated by weathering. I am
indebited for this information
tc Mrs., F, Brown and Mr. A, Bar-
nett of Kimersley.

George Bodley {(1827-1907) was,

in addition to being a Royal
Academician and designer, one of
the leading Victorian church
architects. He was a pupil of
Gilbert Scott =md went into
martnership with T. Garner. Per-
haps because of his Herefordshire

connection he carried out much work middle!d

in the county, including the
building of three churches (Long~
Grove, one of his earliest, Canon
Frome and Hom Green nsar Ross-
cn-Wye ) and additions to many
cthers, including Kinnersley
where, in addition to the organ
case, he alsoc designed the mave
and chancel decoration which was
carried out by the Rev. Freder—
ick Arndrews.

tQOING to the Pictures! in

last monthts 'Signal' reminded
me of some of my early exper-
iences. !The Pictures' were
quite a regular part of life -~
from the age of twelve onwards,
I suppose I went on average
about once a week, We uged

to go to the Regent in EBrighton - .

where one danced on the top
floor, dined on the second,
and the latest films were

shown underneath. I remembern
being wvery upset, when my
mother would not let me go to
see Rudolk Valentino in "ive
Four Horseman of the Apocalyice!
as she gaid I was too young!

but I saw Ramon Novarro, Lilisn
end Dorothy Gish, and many
others of that era, although

"I can't really remember the

films they were in. Somehow
the 'Stars! were more important
then

After I left school, I stayed
for a short time in a small
Sussex town, where I was
taking a course in dancing,
There was not much to do in

the evening, and the local

cinema was very small, Some~
one played the piano, and Just
when you got to an exciting
part in the film, it would stop,
and a notice on the screen would
say ‘continusd next week,!

Very cunning!

I remember going to my first
*talkie! with a friend. I

think it was Al Jolson in *The
Singing Fool!, It upset her «o

much we had to come out in the

The funniest thing was
a film I went to where the

sound end the pichure had some-
how become separated, and never

CAR PROBLEMS?

CRYPTOHN
checks

@& Ceondition of hettery and
charping system

TUNING

@ Starter circpit

@ Coil and distributor, incliud-
ing electronic systems

@ JIgnition timing
@ Cylinder compressions

@ Carburettor adjustment -

. Carried cut &t your home or
waork.
Ring Reg Pilling
ELECTRO~-TUNE

Hoccas 415




really got together at alll television, you wonder why you
. During a very tense love scene, were so enthusiastic! :
there wa s sudden ly a terrific A
crash of breaking china - the Joan: Close.
audience became quite hysterical,

: I think that the wheole subject
I suppose I must have seen nearly of Surrogacy is degrading to
2ll the Fred AS'tair’e“'G’inger WOmSTl, It seems norey will
Rogers films, and ‘hhwgh"t them bu}r any-thing nowadays*
mrvellous, Now when yvou see
one of these 'oldies' on the

The Visitors’ Book

NINE years ago when Gareth and I moved into lanzerac, the postman
arrived on our first morning when we were surrounded by unpacked
crates, a damp course still being inserted into bricks which shed
dust inside and outside the house, and a central heating systen
which demended constant feeding and attention., At the bottom of

a pile of what we call 'gunge mail' - catalogues and advertisements,
bills and reminders - was a thick, heavyish parcel. Normally the
thought of @ new novel or biography would have thrilied us but
quite obviously there was not going to be Time to read anything

for the foresesable future, so what was it?....

Dol By

A Visitors'! Book! Our firet reaction was to consign it to the
waste paper basket with the rest of the gunge mail, Unfortunately
the gift had come from one of our oldest friends who would be on
the lookout for her vresent at every wvisit, so we decided to use
it religiougly for everyone who gpent a night under our rools

How glad I am now that we kept it up! The hook contains couments -
_from the children {(and grandchildren) which vary from the cheeky
l'g bit short cn parking space'! to the appreciative ‘same quiet
‘relaxing time with plenty of liguid intake,! and (a grandchild

this time,) !'I am aloud {sic) to stay up late in the night time,'
or 'I came here for half term as I had nowhere else to gol'

Tuckily this last remark was followed by 'l had a very good time
and all my thanks to my grandperents. ' )

Then there are the old frieunds from overseas who visit us perheps
once a year or even more infrequently and leave with rappy

SALE L | at STAUNTON-ON~WYE VILLAGE HALL

et STAUNTON-ON-WYE VILLAGE HALL on THURSDAY 22nd AUGUST

on,SATURDAY 17th AUGUST st 2.30pem. | | @nd’ thereafter every fortnight

1

Procesds in aid of Foothall Club.. i EYES DOWN 8p.m.

Procesdg to Feotball Club.




memories of their stay with use !Thank you for *#%¥¥% treatment’
or 'Probably cur best visit yet.! There are those who write in
rhyme, those who draw 2 Eieture, toddlers whose hands are guided
by anxious parents on one visit, vet five years lster they can
write a beautiful and sensible comment and giggle over their
previous efforts. 4nd of course there are the jokers like a
friend who forgot to write in the book so sent us a P thenkyou®
letter containing five comments ard asked us to choose which *o
insert. We thought his last comment 'One reads of people burying
themselves in the cosntry. Lenzerac is a good example except :
that the bodies remain above ground dur to the high water table!

geri apt and very fummy, but we glued all five remarks into the -
ock. )

About five years ago we decided to use our now treasured present
for recording major: household events as well ag for visitors!
comments. Sc each year there may be a flood to record, a marriage,
a wedding anniversary, sadly even a death., More Prosaically, we
note too the excavation of the pond, the date we supplied it with.

fish, the first fire each autumn, the first grass cutting each
Spring. :

As well as being a book full of nostalgic memories there can be

no argument sbout who visited us in any ong year or how long it

hag been since ocur friends last penetrated the Heart of Britain.

We can in fact now face the donor of our Visitoras! Bock and her
inspection of it with a feeling of real satisfaction and pleasure,
Ag a gift to someone moving house I can recommend it wholeheartedly.

Shel 1o Frans

A HAPPY COINCIDENCE

Meny years ago in the course-pf  removed the page and slipped it
duty I vigited a young mother into the family's letter box the
who had just had her first baby. -following day.
The family 1lived in an attic T _
flat and the husband worked on A few weeks later a radiant
the London underground. She told vyoung lady came to see me and
me how frustrated he felt on both presented me with a gorgeous
counts because he had just left  bouguet. Her husband had app-
a cavalry regiment after vears iied for the job which turned
of gservice and was homesick for out to be postillion for the
the horses and the life-style. - royal coaches. He was too tall
- for that but as he had such ex-
That evening whilst visiting my  cellent reference for farriery
sister I picked up her paper and .2 Jch was mads for him pending
opened 1t at random. ‘'SITUATIONS the retirement of one of the
VACANT' met my eye and three senior men. They had been all-
lines of print seemed to hump ocated a cottage in the grounds
out at me, 'WANTED, Man ex- of Buckingham Palace and my
perienced with horses. Able to flowers were from the gardens.
ride and drive, Good refs. , ;
gsgential, Write Box ?2%' I i A, Aldhous

The first half of life consists ' Sists of the chance without the
of the capacity to enjoy without CcEPacity.
the chance; the last half con- Mark Twain
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Chuveh Foticeg

The Weobley Group of Parishes
Services during August

Sarnesfield

11th 16 am Hely Compunion
25th 10 am Morning Prayer

Norton Cance

bth 9 sm Holy Copmunion
11th 9 am Morming Prayer
18th 9 am Hely Communion
25th 9 am Family Service
Staunton

4th 11 em Holy Communion
11th 11 am Morning Prayer
18th 11 am Holy Communion

Byford

Lth 9.%0am Holy Communion
18th 6.38pm Evening Prayer

Monnineton
11th 9.%0am Holy Compumion

letton

1ith 11 &. Family Service
25th 6 pm Holy Communion

KINNERSLEY CHURCH SERVICES

August:

4th 10 am Holy Comnunion
1lth 10 am Mattins :
18th 10 am Hely Communion

25th 10 am Family Service

September :
1st 10 am Holy Ceommunion

TED MORRIS would like to thank
all friends and neighbours for
the gift of a greenhouse pre-
sented to him at a Surprise
Party at Norteon Camon Village
Hz1l on his recent 70th
birthday .

Plump oven-ready ducklings.
Tel: Amme Ccle, ﬁeqbley
318260 .

Make love to every woman you

meet;
cent on your cutlay it's

if you get five per

=1

good iavesgtment.

All the things T really like

do
or

Arnold Bennett,

4
Lo

are either immoral, illegal,

fattening.

(3 « L o a i
The scenery in the play was beau-

tiful, but the actors

of

got in front
1T, :

Alexander Woollcott
American Dramatic Critic

*My poor fellow, why not carry a
watch??

EActorhmﬁnager Sir Herbert Beerbohm
Tree, to a man staggering wder

the weight of

o

grandfather clackj

ARCUWANEERRY WINE

RECIPES

Let

=

When the berries ars perfectly ripe
is the time to make this delicious
wine,
1 quart of bolling water and a small
piece of bruised ginger {whole.)

stir each dey, then strain and to each
guart of liguid =dd 1 1b. of loaf
sugar;
Do pot cork tightly, until fermentat-
ion has cessed,

To each quart of berries, add

them steep for 10 days; well

when dissolved, bottle up.

RARSLEY WINE

To every pound of parsley add 1
gallen of water (boiling.) Let
this stand for 24 hLrs. then strain
and boll the liquor for 20 mins,
with 1 oz, of lump ginger. K The
rind of 2 oranges and 2 lemons.
Then pour the liguor on to % lb. of
sugar and add the juies of the
oranges and lemons. When nearly
cool put # 0z. yeast on to a slice
of bread or toast, and let stand
for 4 days. Strain and bottle but
do not cork down until wine has
stopped werking. This wive im-
proves with keeping.
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VIEWPOINT S0 e alasnaiane -

On

: _ it e o
ALL my life I have been a hopeless dud at games, For this reason
I have always done my best to avoid taking part in them and have

very little interesst in sport of any kind, During my schooldays,
when forced to turn out for a game of rugby, my sole objsct was

o dodge having to handle the ball, as I was only too well aware

that I would not have the remotest idea what to do with it 1ehay

were passed to me. My performance st cricket was equally deplorable.
When fielding I inevitably dropped every catch that ceame my way

and, as last man in, my batting average for each irnmings was © ors

on an exceptionally good day, C not out. In shopt. T invariably.

let down everv side I played in, :

Because of my lack of interest in sport I very rarely trouble to
switch on my TV set during the summer months, because T know anly
too well that about ninety per csnt of the SUMMET Dit0gromie s are
made up of sport in one form or ancther, But one evening a week

or two ago, there was = Programme I particularly wished to see and
I accordingly switched on at the advertised time, only to find that
the previous progresme, a tennis tournament at Wimbledon, was over-
running its time (this seems to be standard procedure as fer as
sport is concerned on television, and the whols evening 's schedule
i8 dislocated in consequence. )

The only thing to do in such cases 1s to keep the set switched bn
wrtil the scheduled programme finally commences, aad on this
occasion I watched the game, Tirstly with impatience hoping it
would soon end, and then, after a few monutes, with Increasing
fascination, not because of the programme?s intrimsic interest,
but because it was the best Piece of comedy I had seen Br quite
some time,

In my young days, peopls took part in ganmes purely forthe en joyment
they got out of playing. Looking at this Progranne it was immed-
lately obvious that 1littie or ne enjoyment exists among Presentday
rlayers. With every shot they grunted, groaned, gagped or grimmced
and in general made exceedingly heavy weather of it, and +the ex—
Pression on their facegs was invariably grim., In fact, it wag
cbvious that the only object was to win at all costs, and the
reason was plain - the prize money which would be the champion's
reward,s All the time one was eware that thigs alluring chegue was
dangling in front of their eyes, and ‘every dodge was resorted to
which could be calculated to disconcert their opponent s, the most
comon gambit being to change their position just as their opponent
was about to servs,
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The undisputed master of this technique was the American MacFnroe, -
whose hallmark is arguing noisily with the umpire and disputing
‘his decisions. In my time he would have been immediately dige
-gqualified for such badmanners and banned from participaticn in
future tournaments, but, of course, that iz the last thing present-
day promoters would do - they know only too well that such
histrionics are precisely what the spectators pay inflated prices
to see,

Another source of amusement was the performance players indulge

in when they win the game. The normal gesture is to brandish
one's figt in the 2ir in what I had always wderstocd was a
communist salute. (In football this is accompanied by a2 kind of
bellet dance in which the other players leap towards the goal
scorer and give him slobbering kisses, ) : :

Most amusing ofall, in this tennis tournament, was the expression
on the losing player's face when, at the end of the geme, he
realised that the longed-for chegque, which would have kept him in
affluence for several years, had once again eluded him. His crest-
fallen expression, as he shook hands with his opponent, gave way

‘momentarily to a mirthless smile which expressed his lethal feelings

only too plainly,

By the time the tournament was finally over, and the commentators .
had indulged in the inguest which inevitably appesrs to follow
such encounters, The evening's programmes were running over half-
an~hour late., But I didn't really mind, as I had found the whole
thing remariably entertaining, - in fact, as W.8, Gilbert said of
Henry Irving's 'Hamlety! it was funny without being wulgar, I
shall certainly watch it again next year, :

M.B, Collingwood

| 5 : When you're down and out, some=
STAUNTON-ON~WYFE PLAYGROUP thing always turns up - e’md

) : it's usually the noses of your
Held in Staunton-on-Wye School friends, = _l Y
kitchen (which has been redec- Orson Welles
orated.) o
Monday , Wednesday and Friday t‘-’f?-'*jE BQOT'SA.LE
G.15 aom, T0 12,15 p.u. _ £
Autumn term begins Wednesday, 4th STAUNTCN O W YR
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Jane Bryan - Moccas 498 : Carg £3 :
Joy Trumper -~ Moccas 511 ol Car and Trailer ok
PO A .
Feeg: &0p per session, : Phone: Mocoas 20k
= : after 6 p.m.
Please come along and see us. e s
Member of the pre~School Playgroup : Pl”ﬁcecdb,r_to a
iatior. Staunton~cn-ilve Football
Assocl : ar
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